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WROTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON Wednesday 24th July 2024 at 7.00pm 

at Pilgrims Close, Whitehill, Wrotham. TN15 7RH 

 

 

Present:    Cllr’s P Gillin (Chairman), H Rayner, D Beach, K Denton & S Vick 

 

In Attendance:  L Cox (Clerk) 

 

1. Apologies for absence:   

  

Cllr‘s Mills & Jacob  

 

2. Attendance Register 

 

The attendance register was signed, and declarations of interest duly noted. 

 

All meetings 

Cllr’s Gillin, Rayner, Beach and Denton members of Keep Borough’s Green 

Cllr Beach member of the St George’s Bell Ringers 

Cllr Gillin Wrotham Xmas Lights  

Cllr’s Rayner & Gillin member of Friends of St George’s 

Cllr’s Rayner & Beach member of Kent Association of Change Ringers 

Cllr’s Gillin, Rayner, Beach and Denton members of the Campaign for the Protection of Rural 

England – WPC corporate member 

      Cllr Rayner member of St George’s Church of England Wrotham 

      Cllr Rayner retired member of the Baltic Exchange Ltd 

      Cllr Rayner Life member of the National Trust 

Cllr Gillin committee members of Tonbridge & Malling branch of the Campaign for the 

Protection of Rural England. 

      Cllr Mills chairman of Friends of Wrotham 

Cllr Rayner assistant Village Magazine Deliverer 
      Cllr Rayner Life member of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute 

      Cllr Rayner Conservative Party Member 

 Cllr Rayner Member of Tonbridge & Malling Conservative Party Executive & Management      

     Committees 

Provider of Electrical Services to Wrotham Parish Council – all meetings Cllr S Vick 

 

3. Minutes 

 

Planning Meeting Minutes of  24th June 2024; approved by the Parish Council on 3rd July 2024 

 

4. Public Question Time 

 

No public participation 

 

5. Planning Committee to Consider 

 

1. Applications received 

 
Application Number Address Details Parish Council 

Recommendation 

24/01032/PA Storage Compound 

at, INVICTA BUSINESS 

PARK London Road 

Retrospective 

application for the 

change of use of land 

for storage use, 

construction of a hard 

Attached refers 
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surface area and the 

erection of a security 

fence and gates 

24/01067/PA 4 Farthingfield T.1 - T.3 Three lime trees, 

- Reduce all three trees 

overall back to the 

vicinity of the previous 

reduction points, by the 

removal of approx 2-

2.5m of regrowth. - 

Crown lift over the road 

up to approx 5m. - 

Crown lift over the path 

up to approx 2.5m 

Reasons for proposed 

work;- Repeat work to 

manage the overall size 

of the trees and provide 

clearance over the 

road/path. T1-T2 

standing in group G2 of 

Tree Preservation Order. 

T3 standing in group G3 

of Tree Preservation 

Order. 

No Objections 

24/01115/PA Land East of 

Wrotham 

Transmitting Station 

London Road 

Change of use of land 

to allow the retention of 

agriculture use and dog 

play paddock and 

walking field (sue 

generis) 

Attached refers 

 

2. Notification of decisions 

 

 

Application Number Address Details Decision 

24/00508/PA Meadow View 1 

Kemsing Road 

Proposed installation of 

bi-fold doors. Block-up 

existing back door and 

replace with window 

Approved 1st July 

2024 

24/00679/PA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24/006825/PA 

Three Post Boys High 

Street 

Demolition of covered 

canopy, garden wall 

and construction of 

single storey outbuilding 

with associated 

landscaping alterations 

 

LBA: As Above 

Approved 9th July 

2024 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved 9th July 

2024 

 

3. Correspondence  

 

T&MBC Planning Applications Lists  

 

The meeting closed at 7.20pm 

 

 ……………………………Chairman 

     

                                             

………………………………………Date 
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Wrotham Parish Council comments on application 24/01032/PA, Invicta Business Park 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
Ref: 18/00438/LDE 
Drw No DHA/10836/02 
Jan 2018 

Figure 2 
Ref: 24/01032 
Drw No DHA/33737/03 
JUNE 2024 

Both of the ‘Proposed Plan excerpts above have Unit 7 drawn to the same size. 
 

In Figure 1 is the site as submitted for the LDC application, which was eventually consented when 
it was proved to be over 10 years of use. 
 

In Figure 2 is the proposed site as it has been built without consent. It is readily apparent that the 
increase in size is far greater than the 190 m2 that is being alleged. The extension is actually as 
drawn on the left. 
 

It is also apparent that the applicant relies on completing development that is unconsented and 
subsequently attempts to regulise it in planning terms.  



The application is flawed because the starting point of 
consideration should be the area previously consented by 
the LDC in 2018, which in this case is drawing number 
DHA/10836/02 in Figure 1. 
 
The applicant has alleged that the starting point should be 
the area encompassed in Drawing No DHA/33737/02. This 
appears to be unlawful because this includes a substantial 
area not previously consented.  
 
WPC considers that the application cannot be lawfully 
concluded, given that the basic of the premise of the 
application is incorrect, the plans are incorrect and all the 
facts within the Planning Statement relating to the 
magnitude of the increase are incorrect. For example 
paragraph 4.1.2 is incorrect. 
 
“4.1.2  The change of use of land to storage and construction of a hard 
surface area relates to a small area of land, which covers 190 square 
metres as shown on drawing DHA/33737/01 and DHA/33737/03 and as 
shown below.” Reference Planning Statement 
 
In the event that the LPA continues with this flawed 
application WPC is of the opinion that this applicant cannot 
continue to expand into a greenbelt field which is in the 
setting of National Landscape. 
 
The original expansion into the green belt field only became 
lawful by dint of 10 years of use. This further unconsented 
extension on the end of the previous extension is clearly 
further intrusion into the green belt and unjustifiable by the 
policies sited. 
 

 

 
Figure 3: The steel palisade structure surrounding the unconsented extension 

 
It is undeniable that the above structure is detrimental to the 
openness of the green belt. It further extends the green belt 
intrusion to the south and away from the business park and into 
open country. 
 
The application is therefore inappropriate and without Very 
Special Circumstances to justify the harm caused to the 
openness. 
 
Conclusions 
 
The applicant has not provided the appropriate ‘existing site’ 
starting point. The extension into the green belt is clearly of 
greater magnitude than the applicant has admitted to. The 
‘facts’ used to justify the expansion are plainly wrong.  
 
The steel palisade structure is inappropriate development in the 
Green Belt with no VSCs to overcome the harm. 
 
There comes a point when this continual unconsented expansion 
into a green field brings the planning system into disrepute, if 
allowed to continue. WPC strongly objects to this proposal.  

 



24/01115/PA Land East of Wrotham Transmitting Station London Road 

Change of use of land to allow the retention of agriculture use and dog play paddock and walking 

field (sue generis) 

 

Wrotham Parish Council (WPC) does not object in principle to this application but would like to query 

some aspects. 

Currently there is a gate close to the A20 which will be improved with some limited parking places. 

There is a second gate at the bottom of the field, next to the entrance to the telecom tower. There isn't 

a gate as marked on the plan so is this an oversight or are there plans to move the gate? 

Secondly if dogs are allowed to run loose, as is the purpose of the application, then it is unlikely that the 

dog owners will be aware of every defecation left by the dogs. Over time this will build up as no 

provision is made for removal. The application states that this field will also be used for festivals and 

concerts. WPC is aware that several adjoining fields have been used for similar purposes previously. We 

are concerned that this field will become contaminated over time and then used for the public to 

attend concerts, for example. or worse still as a public campsite for the festival goers. Will food be 

prepared in this area in the future? 

We think that Environmental Health should be involved in this decision and the precise use of the field 

should be ascertained, prior to deciding the application. 

WPC would like to lodge a holding objection while further clarity is obtained on these points. 
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