Present:

WROTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING,
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2" February 2022
In the Wrotham Pavilion, High Street TN15 7AH

P Gillin (Chairman), H Rayner, D Beach, K Denton, M Coffin, C Mills, S Vick & Mrs B
Jackson

In Attendance: Lesley Cox (Clerk), Laura Finley, Dawn Wicks & David Rangecroft

1.

Apologies for absence:

ClIr Betts & Eliza Ecclestone (St Clere Estate)

Attendance Register

The register was signed, and the following declarations of interests noted.

All Meetings

ClIr’s Gillin, Rayner, Betts, Beach, Denton & Mrs Jackson members of Keep Borough’s Green
Clir Beach member of the St George’s Bell Ringers

ClIr Gillin member of Friends of Wrotham & Wrotham Xmas Lights

ClIr Mills chairman of Friends of Wrotham

ClIr’s Rayner, Gillin & Mrs Jackson (committee member) members of Friends of St George’s
Clir Rayner member of St George’s Church of England Wrotham

ClIir Rayner retired member of the Baltic Exchange Ltd

ClIir Rayner life member of the National Trust

Clir's Rayner & Beach members of Kent Association of Change Ringers

ClIr Rayner assistant Village Magazine Deliverer

ClIir Rayner life member of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute

CliIr’'s Mrs Jackson & Vick member of Wrotham Fireworks

ClIr's Rayner, Gillin, Beach, Denton & Mrs Jackson members of the Campaign for the
Protection of Rural England - WPC corporate member

CliIr Gillin committee member of Tonbridge & Malling branch of the Campaign for the
Protection of Rural England.

ClIr Coffin firework provider for Wrotham

CliIr Betts trustee of Tonbridge & Malling Leisure Trust

CliIr Mills committee member of Wrotham Music Festival

CliIr Mills director of charity, Good Food Matters.

ClIr Rayner Conservative Party Member

ClIr Rayner Member of Tonbridge & Malling Conservative Party Executive & Management
Committees

Provider of Electrical Services to Wrotham Parish Council — all meetings Clir S Vick

Declaration of Acceptance of Office — Co-opted Member

The declaration was made to the meeting and duly signed by ClIr Vick.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 5% January 2022, were proposed by Clir Rayner
seconded by ClIr Mills and agreed and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.

Reports from PCSO and or Community Warden

No Reports

Public Question Time

Email below received from Eliza Ecclestone

| hope the parish council will see this offer for what it is; a genuine wish to allow the people
of Wrotham the chance to continue enjoying the countryside. The byway causes so many
difficulties, in particular making pedestrians and horse riders feel vulnerable when
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motorbikes and 4wd vehicles use the right of way. It was in response to this that the
trustees agreed to allow the community to use the battlefields site and the field verge on
an informal, short-term basis and the feedback has been that the community have
genuinely appreciated it. Although it was especially important during lockdown, we have
noticed all over the farm that many more people are still enjoying getting out into the
countryside on footpaths than before the pandemic.

Whilst it isn’t possible for an informal arrangement to continue, the trustees have agreed
with me that if it would be of benefit to the community St Clere would happily enter into a
longer-term formal arrangement with the parish council. No payment is sought from the
parish council.

One gquestion that has come up is whether it is possible to make the site secure. The
situation on the ground has changed since Mr Raynor and Mr Gillin visited the site, as part
of the access is now along verges. We are very happy to look at any practical,
proportionate solutions and perhaps a further site visit could be arranged with members of
the parish council who haven’t had a chance to see how the land is set out on the
ground, and also to look at any councillor suggestions of how to make it more secure. As
the proposal the trustees have made is that we offer the access to the parish on a zero-
income baisis, there will of course be limits to the costs we can bear, but hope there may
be a way of finding a practical solution that suits everyone.

As mentioned beforehand, our goal is to keep the site open to residents and we look
forward to working with the parish council to bring this forward for the benefit of the
community.

Laura Finley made a passionate speech to the council on the importance to villagers of
having continued access to Blacksole Field and urged members to work with St Clere
Estate to achieve this for the community. These sentiments were reiterated by all the
members of the public present.

Blacksole Field — Dog Walking Area Permissive Path

It was unfortunate that Eliza Ecclestone was unable to attend in person to answer members
questions and concerns as a number of issues need to be discussed and areas of
responsibility defined before any agreement can be considered, not least why the current
situation cannot continue without the involvement of the Parish Council and the potential
prescriptive rights of the landowners of adjacent properties using the area as informal
seating.. Based on previous experiences in dealing with St Clere Estate the Parish Council to
regulate established use carefully before making any commitment. To progress matters it
was agreed unanimously to create a sub-committee consisting of 3 members to liaise with
St Clere Estate. The Blacksole Field sub-committee membership to include Clir’'s Beach
(Chairman), ClIr Betts and CliIr Mills. The outcome of all meetings and discussions between
the committee and St Clere Estate to be reported back to full council for consideration.

St George’s Churchyard — Tree Works

The adjacent landowner has undertaken works to a line of Lime Trees in the grounds of the
Grade 1 listed building without the benefit of planning consent. There is now an open
enforcement case to ensure that no further works are undertaken without prior approval.
The trees now required the intervention of an arboreal expert. The proposal from CliIr Gillin,
seconded by ClIr Rayner to obtain the opinion of Bob Noakes from OTS and cross charge
the landowner for any works deemed necessary to the trees was agreed unanimously.

Reports if any from County Clir and or Borough Clir

County Councillor Harry Rayner

KCC’s 2022-2023 budget proposals will be debated by full council on the 10t February
2022.

Councillor Tim Shaw submitted a complaint to KCC on the use of old diesel busses by Red
Route, since taking over routes 306 & 308 from Aviva. The negative impact of insisting the
company upgrade their running stock could potentially result in the loss of these services

completely.

020222/PC004



10.

KCC Planning Department remain unsupportive of the MOTO application, with serious
concerns raised on the impact to the local highway network in line with National Highways.
Highway Impact Appraisals have also been submitted by both WPC & Platt PC.

Borough Councillor Martin Coffin

Officers are of the opinion that the application by MOTO as it stands doesn’t provide the
necessary justification for building within the Green Belt and setting of the AONB, and that
the applicant has not evidenced a defined need for an HGV park in this location.

T&MBC is also in the budget circle and although not as yet defined an annual increase of
£5 per household is likely to be applied.

The new Leybourne Lake Eco Café will cost in the region of £% million and will be heated
via a water source heat pump from the lake. Clir Robin Betts has been very influential in
ensuring the high environmental credentials of this building.

Urbaser has informed T&MBC that fortnightly collections of garden waste will resume from
the 28t February 2022

Des Keers in his position as Cabinet Member for Community Services is taking a more
proactive approach to fly tipping enforcement. T&! MBC have joined forces with
Gravesham and are now utilising the resources available from KCC, with a view to using
high profile prosecution as a deterrent.

St George’s Court, Clarion is as reassuring as ever that the consented development is
progressing. ClIr Coffin has requested that Clarion be put under pressure from the Council
Leader and Senior Housing Officers to build out the consent as it is unacceptable that the
council’s leading housing provider is leaving a significant site that should provide 36 much
needed homes in the borough decaying and empty.

Reports from various Committees

Grounds

The new adult gym equipment funded by the generosity of Friends of Wrotham has been
installed.

Buildings

Repairs have been undertaken to part of St George’s Hall fiberglass roof - attached report
refers

Highways

The new pavement in the High Street has again been taken up, this time by South East
Water. As this particular issue is outside Sandstone Cottage, Clir Mills to monitor the
eventual relaying of the pavers.

KCC has confirmed formally that the Nepicar Layby will now not be permanently closed
until the outcome of the MOTO application is known.

Crime & Disorder

No Report

Finance

No Report

Planning

The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on the 24t January 22 were

proposed by Clir Beach, seconded by ClIr Mills, agreed, and signed as a correct record by
the Chairman.

Climate Change Strategy
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No Report
Skate Park

Cullum O’Leary a steel fabricator based in Hartley has been approached to take on the
work previously undertaken by Tim Powell. He is more expensive at £260/day but as he has
his own workshop, this should facilitate a more efficient method of working. The new
approach is to remove and completely refurbish the ramps individually. Mr O’Leary has
been asked to initially refurbish one ramp as an evaluation exercise. This arrangement was
ratified by the 3 parishes involved at the meeting of the Tri-Parish Skatepark Committee.

Youth

No Report

KALC

KALC leadership & KCC have produced a White Paper on The Future of Local Government
in Kent. Should KCC become a Unitary Authority this could potentially mean an enhanced
role for Parish Councils.

Terry Martin has retired from the role of Chief Executive and has been replaced by

Charmaine Keatley.

PPP

The last meeting of the Panel was the best in years with T&’ MBC leadership listening to the
concerns of the parishes.

CPRE

No Report

11. Correspondence Received

Clerk & Councils
Direct

January 2022 Issue 139

For Information

SLCC The Clerk Magazine January 2022 Vol53 No.1 For Information
i. Cheques for approval and signature
It was proposed by ClIr Rayner, seconded by ClIr Denton and resolved that the following
accounts be passed for payment:
Payable To Invoice Details Amount Cheque No
Tim Powell Purchase of Miller Plasma Cutter 500.00 BAC
Skatepark consultancy visit 60.00 18/01/22
Total £560.00
E Blair Pavilion Security Deposit Refund £100.00 BAC
25/01/22
Peter Barden Litter Pick 228.00 BAC
Open Spaces Maintenance - CPA | 438.00 28/01/22
Inspections - General Maintenance
— Rubbish Burning - Trailer Repairs
Burial Ground Maintenance - 66.00
General Clearance - Grave
Clearance Project
Skatepark Repairs 36.00
Total £768.00
Lesley Cox Salary January 22 deductions 2,065.24 BAC
includes pension contribution.
Telephone 20.00
Open Spaces Maintenance - 7.95
Chewing Gum Remover *

4
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St George’s Hall Temporary Roof 92.35
Repair Materials *
Total £2,185.54
HM Revenue & PAYE / NI January 22 £840.08 BAC
Custom
KCC Pension Pension Contribution January 22 £994.87 BAC
Fund
Borough Green Skate Park Weekdays — Saturday £94.08 BAC
PC ** Inspections January 22
Kevin Holt Ground Maintenance Works £670.00 BAC
January 2022
Four Seasons Grounds Maintenance Contract £410.77 BAC
Gardens Ltd * 11th Instalment 2021/22
Assured Water Pavilion Salt x 8 delivered on 10t £92.00 BAC
Hygiene * January 22
Streetlights * Column 4 West Street repair £138.60 BAC
NKCS * Contract Cleaning BAC
November 21 966.98
December 21 719.62
Total £1,686.60
St George’s Hall to contribute
Cast Trading (M Replacement Petrol Mobile Welder £1,200.00 BAC
Taylor)
Rural Kent Action | 2022-2023 Annual Subscription £90.00 BAC
with Communities
The Counselling Donation Agreed 5% January 2022 £100.00 BAC
Centre
Heart of Kent Donation Agreed 5% January 2022 £100.00 BAC
Hospice
Sustrans (Kent Donation Agreed 5t January 2022 £100.00 BAC
Community Rail
Partnership
Viking * Envelopes, Stamps, Laminating £149.92 BAC
Pouches
Freshair Fitness * Outdoor Gym Equipment - Final £6,386.22 BAC
Instalment
Payment to be transferred after
satisfactory post installation
inspection scheduled for Friday 4th
February 2022
GraceMachin * Expert Planning Objection Moto £9,000.00 BAC
A20 24hr HGV Park
Metro Bank Amber Emergency Magnetic 49.96 BAC
Account Transfer | Flashing Warning Beacon x 2 —
Gritter *
Rubber Matting for ladder anti-slip 49.93
feet *
Fasthosts * — Generic Email Monthly 12.00
Fee
Set Tyres * — Trailer Tyre Repair 12.00
Account Fee 8.40
Total £132.29

* denotes items including VAT
** denotes 22.3% to be reimbursed
*** denotes 73.3% to be reimbursed

Payments made by Direct Debit / Standing Order Since Previous Meeting 5t January 2022

Multi-Court Electricity |  £1225 | 20/01/22 |
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EDF Energy |
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12.

13.

Eon Next Pavilion Electricity £108.14

Eon Next Pavilion Gas £131.78

NatWest Document Custody Annual £25.00 21/01/22
Charge

BT Group Parish Email £7.50 22/01/22

Bank Reconciliation for sign off

The following account balances were checked, agreed and signed by Clir Beach.

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES as at 5t January 2022

ACCOUNT BALANCE
Current £50.00
Business Reserve £2,723.27
Business Savings £45,219.08
Community Skate Park £1.00
CCLA Parish Fund £40,256.88
CCLA Community Fund £95,941.05
Metro Bank £418.40
TOTAL £184,609.68

Date of next Parish Council Meeting

The date for the next meeting was proposed for the 2"d March 2022 to be held in the
Wrotham Pavilion at 7.30pm, with the date for the interim planning meeting to be advised.

Planning Committee to Consider

i. Applications received

Application Address Details Parish Council
Number Recommendation
TM/22/00095/FL vy Hall Farmhouse | Replacement of the No Obijections

St Mary’s Road

existing conservatory
with a more permanent
structure. Upgrade the
insulation and
functionality of the
adjoining wc and store
room. Works to the
interior of the utility room.
New kitchen door.
Replacement of the
outside store
polycarbonate roof with
a glazed roof and a new
window

ii Notifications of Decisions

Application Address Details Decision
Number

TM/21/02443/FL 1 Greenwood Place Single storey rear Approved on 22nd
addition to existing December 2021
kitchen/dining area,
to create larger
kitchen

T™M/21/02877/FL 81 West Street Sub-division of plot Refuse on 22nd
and construction of a | December 2021
two-storey extension
to form a 3-bedroom
dwelling

TM/21/02930/FL Land And Buildings Demolition of existing | Refuse on 22nd
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South Of Westlands buildings and December 2021
Borough Green Road erection of a new
dwelling
TM/21/02929/FL Land And Buildings Demolition of existing | Refuse on 22nd
South Of Westlands buildings and December 2021

Borough Green Road

erection of a new
dwelling and garage

iii. Correspondence Received

T&MBC Planning Lists

The meeting closed at 9.00pm
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St George’s Hall Roof Report 02/02/22

Fibreglass had been poorly jointed and is loose, water penetration from wall into roof
above toilets.

Ready to apply Flash Band Tape when the roof primer has dried.
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