Present:

WROTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING,
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2 March 2022
In the Wrotham Pavilion, High Street TN15 7AH

P Gillin (Chairman), H Rayner, D Beach, K Denton, M Coffin, R Betts, C Mills, S Vick & Mrs B
Jackson

In Attendance: Lesley Cox (Clerk)

1.

Apologies for absence:

Full Attendance

Attendance Register

The register was signed, and the following declarations of interests noted.

All Meetings

Clir's Gillin, Rayner, Betts, Beach, Denton & Mrs Jackson members of Keep Borough’s Green
Clir Beach member of the St George’s Bell Ringers

Clir Gillin member of Friends of Wrotham & Wrotham Xmas Lights

Clir Mills chairman of Friends of Wrotham

Clir's Rayner, Gillin & Mrs Jackson (committee member) members of Friends of St George’s
Clir Rayner member of St George’s Church of England Wrotham

Clir Rayner retired member of the Baltic Exchange Ltd

Clir Rayner life member of the National Trust

Clirs Rayner & Beach members of Kent Association of Change Ringers

Clir Rayner assistant Village Magazine Deliverer

Clir Rayner life member of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute

Clir's Mrs Jackson & Vick member of Wrotham Fireworks

Clir's Rayner, Gillin, Beach, Denton & Mrs Jackson members of the Campaign for the Protection of
Rural England — WPC corporate member

Clir Gillin committee member of Tonbridge & Malling branch of the Campaign for the Protection of
Rural England.

Clir Coffin firework provider for Wrotham

Clir Betts trustee of Tonbridge & Malling Leisure Trust

Clir Mills committee member of Wrotham Music Festival

Clir Mills director of charity, Good Food Matters.

Clir Rayner Conservative Party Member

Clir Rayner Member of Tonbridge & Malling Conservative Party Executive & Management
Committees

Provider of Electrical Services to Wrotham Parish Council — all meetings CliIr S Vick

Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 2™ February 2022, were proposed by Clir Denton seconded by
Clir Mills and agreed and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.

Reports from PCSO and or Community Warden

Clir Rayner reported that PCSO Mark Thomas had attended a recent meeting of Platt PC and game
the following report.

Low level of crime within Wrotham and the surrounding areas. There had been a spate of shed
burglaries in Ightham, although shed burglaries are not recorded in the same way as house
burglaries. Several cars parked in the streets of Wrotham have had windows smashed.

However, the recent incidents of vandalism in Wrotham Burial Ground were not mentioned.

Public Question Time

No members of the public present

WPC (Pavilion) & St George’s Hall Energy Contracts

The proposal from Clir Rayner, seconded by ClIr Gillin to signed up for both gas and electricity for
the pavilion and hall to the 2-year contract with standing charge offered by Valda, with the Clerk
given flexibility to accept reasonable alternatives on behalf of both organisations if necessary, was
agreed unanimously.
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Post meeting note — Rates offered by Valda withdrawn overnight and due to the escalating conflict
in Ukraine, no suppliers currently offering rates. Markets and rates to be monitored.

July 2022 Parish Council Meeting Date

Due to the number of councillors and the clerk unable to make a meeting on the first Wednesday of
July, it was proposed that the meeting date be changed to the 29" June 2022. Revised date to be
agreed at the April 2022 meeting.

Reports if any from County Clir and or Borough Clir

Borough Councillor Martin Coffin

Des Keers informed the Crime Prevention Panel that reducing rural crime including fly tipping was a
top priority. The first joint operation undertaken in conjunction with Gravesham was a great success
and another is planned for March 2022.

Urbaser have been given an ultimatum to resume regular collection of garden waste. Fortnightly
kerbside collection of household garden waste will commence again from the 14" March 2022.

Borough Councillor Robin Betts
The 2 round of the Solar Together initiative has opened, providing access to high quality Solar

Panels at a competitive price. To find out more and sign up without obligation
https://solartogether.co.uk/tmbc/blog/how-do-we-get-a-competitive-price-for-you

The Green Business Grant available to all business within Tonbridge and Malling closes on the 24"
March 2022

County Councillor Harry Rayner

The budget increase has been set at 3.99% which includes the 1% allocated to adult services. With
this increase KCC still need to make savings of £38M and to achieve this are looking to reduce the
6.6M subsidy to bus services. The impact to bus services in our area is slight and include the
proposals below

222 Autocar Wrotham, Ightham, Borough Green, Shipbourne to Tonbridge Withdrawal of four
journeys Monday to Friday and all Saturday journeys. Other Monday to Friday journeys, including
those at school times will continue.

58 Nu-Venture Addington, Ryarsh, Trottiscliffe, Birling to Maidstone (Mondays to Saturdays)
Withdrawal of the whole Monday to Saturday service which provides the only public transport for
villages to the west of West Malling, including journeys for schoolchildren.

Reports from various Committees

Grounds

The removal of 3 comprised trees in the Churchyard has been scheduled for the 9", 15" & 16"
March 2022. Authorisation for these works to be obtained under the 5-day permission due to the
condition of the trees.

Permission for the pollarding of the row of 5 Lime trees will require an application through the
normal planning process and can take up to 8 weeks. These works will be scheduled once
permission is obtained. The cost to be covered by The Bull Hotel.

Buildings

Following works previously undertaken to the flashing at the edge of the hall fibre glass roof we now
have water ingress into the hall toilet area from a separate section of the roof. Clir's Beach and
Gillin to survey.

Highways

At the upcoming Joint Transportation Board officers are going to recommend that members agree
to the re-opening of the Nepicar Layby — the driver behind the recommendation is the lack of
funding to continue the current temporary closure and / or to progress a ‘stopping up order’

The proposal from Clir Rayner, seconded by ClIr Gillin for the clerk to write to David Brazier KCC
Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport making an offer to meet the reasonable cost of
keeping the layby closed, funding agreed previously for the ‘stopping up order’

Clir Rayner to meet with David Brazier on behalf of Wrotham Parish Council if necessary.
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The traffic lane configuration of the A20 Wrotham Hill has always been of concern to WPC and with
the recent death of another cyclist, KCC’s Vision Zero Strategy below; provides WPC with the
opportunity to put forward proposals to reconfigure the road layout to provide better provision for
cyclists.

1.2 Our approach — Safe System Safe System is an approach to road safety and traffic
management that starts with the idea that everyone has the right to be safe on the highway
network. This is rooted in the belief that every traffic death reflects a failure in the system, and that
none are acceptable. It is a methodology that sees all aspects of the system interacting with each
other and looks at network risks to prioritise interventions. The Safe System Approach is a proactive
methodology to achieve zero deaths. This approach comprises the following themes:

 Safe roads and streets — designing our highway network to reduce the chances and
consequences of collisions.

» Safe speeds — designing roads and enforcing speed limits appropriate to the usage and
environment.

 Safe behaviour — education, training, publicity, engineering, enforcement, and technology to
improve the way people use Kent’s roads and streets.

« Safe vehicles — ensure the vehicles on the Kent network are as safe as they can be by promoting
safer technology for car and goods vehicle fleets.

* Post collision response — react as quickly as possible to crashes, study the causes of the most
serious collisions, and provide support for the victims of road crashes.

Highways Committee to progress.
Mike Mills our streetlight consultant has reported that he has been unable to obtain agreement from
UK Power Networks to replace the poles outside The Old Palace in Bull Lane, As a compromise

these 2 pole replacements may have to be at the expense of WPC.

Crime & Disorder
No Report
Finance

No Report
Planning

The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on the 23 February
2022 were proposed by ClIr Mills, seconded by Clir Beach, agreed, and signed as a correct record
by the Chairman.

Climate Change Strategy

Councillor Betts to obtain quotes for renewable energy options for the heating and hot water in the
pavilion, to facilitate WPC making an application under the Green Business Grant Scheme.

Skate Park

No Report

Youth

No Report

KALC

All parishes are recommended to have in place a Flood & Emergency Plan.

In her report for the T&M Community Safety Unit, Inspector Izzie Jones stated that in her opinion
following the redevelopment of the Oakdene Café site and with the closure of the Nepicar Layby the

problems associated with bikers the area has experienced over the past 30 years will cease.

Borough Green CliIr Tim Shaw encouraged all parishes in the vicinity of the Moto site on the A20 to
contribute towards WPC’s professional opposition to their application for the HGV park.

PPP

No report
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CPRE

No Report

10. Correspondence Received

Clare Fraser
Wrotham Arts
Festival

Request for donation towards the 2022 event
Donation of included £450.00 within the 2022-2023 precept

The proposal by Clir
Rayner, seconded by Clir
Denton to donate £500.00
was agreed unanimously

Kent Downs AONB

Government consultation on the Glover Landscape Review —
an opportunity to stop ‘off roading’ in the Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB)
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/future-landscapes-

strategy/government-response-to-the-landscapes-review/

The ‘off-roading’ question are 14 to 17
Previously emailed

Online consultation
deadline 9 April 2022 —
Individual Responses, the
Clerk to respond on behalf
of WPC

T&MBC

Planning Policy Consultation — Housing Strately 2022-2027
https://tmbc.inconsult.uk/housing strategy/consultationHome

Previously emailed

Online consultation
deadline 13" April 2022 -
Individual Responses, the
Clerk to respond on behalf
of WPC

Jason Butler

Parking issues around Tower View Estate in particular the
Bancroft / West Street junction.

The lack of maintenance to the garages owned by Clarion
being a potential opportunity for WPC to purchase and install
EV chargers

Previously emailed

The Clerk has requested
photographic evidence from
Mr Butler.

The decision was taken not
to progress the possibility of
purchasing the garages.

LGBCE Tonbridge & Malling — New Electoral Arrangements — Final Tonbridge & Malling
recommendations Borough Council to now
Previously emailed consist of 44 members.
Wrotham, Stansted and
Ightham will now be
combined with Addington &
Trottiscliffe.
i. Cheques for approval and signature
It was proposed by Clir Rayner, seconded by Clir Gillin and resolved that the following accounts be
passed for payment:
Payable To Invoice Details Amount Cheque No
L Taylor Pavilion Security Deposit Refund £50.00 BAC
08/02/22
S Kitt Pavilion Window Cleaning £30.00 BAC
18/02/22
K Walpole Pavilion Security Deposit Refund £50.00 BAC
23/02/22
Peter Barden Litter Pick 208.00 BAC
Open Spaces Maintenance — CPA 305.50 25/02/22
Inspections - General Maintenance
Burial Ground Maintenance — General 91.00
Clearance — Lych Gate
Skatepark Repairs 71.50
St George’s Hall Maintenance - Roof 91.00
Repairs
Total £767.00
Lesley Cox Salary February 22 deductions 2,065.24 BAC
includes pension contribution.
Telephone 20.00
Quarterly Office Allowance 150.00
Total £2,235.24
HM Revenue & PAYE / NI February 22 £840.08 BAC
Custom
KCC Pension Fund | Pension Contribution February 22 £994.87 BAC
Borough Green PC | Skate Park Weekdays — Saturday £94.08 BAC
** Inspections February 22
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Kevin Holt Ground Maintenance Works February £740.00 BAC
2022
Four Seasons Grounds Maintenance Contract 12th £410.77 BAC
Gardens Ltd * Instalment 2021/22
Assured Water Pavilion Salt x 8 delivered on 14" £92.00 BAC
Hygiene * February 22
Viking * Toilet Rolls, Soap & Washing Up £95.52 BAC
Liquid
NKCS * Contract Cleaning £877..03 BAC
St George’s Hall to contribute
The Play Inspection | Adult Gym Equipment Post Installation £360.00 BAC
Company Ltd * Inspection
Samsian Ltd * Pavilion Boiler, AO Smith Service & St £390.00 BAC
George’s Hall Boiler Services
St George’s Hall to contribute
Streetlights * Quarterly camera clean CPA £49.50 BAC
Les Henry Highway Technical Appraisal 81 West £200.00 BAC
Associates Ltd Street
Metro Bank Fasthosts — Generic Email 12.00 BAC
Account Transfer Account Fee 9.30
Total £21.30

* denotes items including VAT
** denotes 22.3% to be reimbursed
*** denotes 73.3% to be reimbursed

Payments made by Direct Debit / Standing Order Since Previous Meeting 2= February 2022

EDF Energy Multi-Court Electricity £6.57 11/02/22
Eon Next Pavilion Gas £125.92 16/02/22
Eon Next Pavilion Electricity £137.02 17/02/22
BT Group Parish Email £7.50 22/02/22

ii. Bank Reconciliation for sign off

The following account balances were checked, agreed and signed by Clir Denton

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES as at 4" February 2022

ACCOUNT BALANCE
Current £50.00
Business Reserve £2,750.01
Business Savings £18,219.40
Community Skate Park £1.00
CCLA Parish Fund £40,260.00
CCLA Community Fund £95,948.38
Metro Bank £867.71
TOTAL £158,096.50

iii. CLLA — Community Deposit for signature

The documentation to transfer £25K being the 30K contribution from Woolbro minus the £5K

previously contributed by WPC towards to A20 pedestrian crossing project, to the community fund

account was duly agreed and signed by Clir Rayner.

11. Date of next Parish Council Meeting

The date for the next meeting was proposed for the 6™ April 2022 to be held in the Wrotham
Pavilion at the earlier time of 7.00pm, followed immediately by the Annual Parish Meeting at
8.00pm, with the date for the interim planning meeting to be advised.

12. Planning Committee to Consider

i. Applications received
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Application
Number

Address

Details

Parish Council
Recommendation

TM/22/00035/TNCA

Almshouse Land Rear
Of 1-4 Betenson
Cottages St Marys
Road

Sycamore (1) to fell - it's
proximity and size has
resulted in the collapse
of the adjacent brick
boundary wall. The wall
cannot be rebuilt with the
tree in place. Hawthorne
Shrub (2) to remove -
very close to base of
both the sycamore and
wall

No Objections

TM/22/00253/RD

Oakdene Cafe London
Road

Details of Condition 19
(drainage verification
report) submitted
pursuant to planning
permission
TM/20/00085/FL
(Demolition of existing
building, erection of 7no.
units for use within
Classes B1¢/B2/B8,
access, car parking, a
new electricity
substation, refuse
storage and associated
works)

No Comments

ii Notifications of Decisions

Fairseat Lane

north west corner and
construction of
additional storey to
north west corner along
with associated works;
construction new
entrance portico and
basement access stair;
repair of existing roof
and reinstate chimney;
internal alterations
including the lowering of
existing basement area
with associated works;
and new garden wall
and reconfigured
driveway with
associated landscaping

Application Address Details Decision
Number
TM/21/02647/FL Wrotham Hill Park Two storey extension to | Application withdrawn

1%t March 2022

iii. Correspondence Received

T&MBC Planning Lists

The meeting closed at 8.45pm
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