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WROTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5th February 2025 

In the Wrotham Pavilion TN15 7AH 

 

 

Present:    P Gillin (Chairman), H Rayner, C Mills, T Jacob, D Beach, S Vick, K Denton & A Boulden 

 

In Attendance:  Lesley Cox (RFO) & H Davison (Clerk) 

 

1. Apologies for absence:   

  

Cllr’s Coffin & Betts 

 

2. Attendance Register 

 

The attendance register was signed, and declarations of interest noted. 

 

All Meetings 

 

Cllr’s Gillin, Rayner, Betts, Beach & Denton members of Keep Borough’s Green 

Cllr Beach member of the St George’s Bell Ringers 

Cllr Gillin member of Wrotham Xmas Lights  

Cllr’s Rayner & Gillin members of Friends of St George’s 

Cllr Rayner member of St George’s Church of England Wrotham 

Cllr Rayner retired member of the Baltic Exchange Ltd 

Cllr Rayner life member of the National Trust 

Cllr’s Rayner & Beach members of Kent Association of Change Ringers 

Cllr Rayner assistant Village Magazine Deliverer 

Cllr Rayner life member of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute 

Cllr Vick member of Wrotham Fireworks 

Cllr’s Rayner, Gillin, Beach & Denton members of the Campaign for the Protection of Rural 

England – WPC corporate member 
Cllr Gillin committee member of Tonbridge & Malling branch of the Campaign for the 

Protection of Rural England. 

Cllr Coffin firework provider for Wrotham 

Cllr Mills committee member of Wrotham Music Festival 

Cllr Mills director of charity, Good Food Matters. 

Cllr Rayner Conservative Party Member 

Cllr Rayner Member of Tonbridge & Malling Conservative Party Executive & Management 

Committees 

Provider of Electrical Services to Wrotham Parish Council – all meetings Cllr S Vick 

 

3. Minutes 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th January were proposed by Cllr Rayner, seconded 

by Cllr Beach, agreed and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.  

    

4. Reports if any from PCSO  

 

No report 

 

5. Public Question Time 

 

No questions raised 

 

6. Antisocial Behaviour & Crime 

 

There is a perception in the village of rising antisocial behaviour & crime going unchecked. 

Cllr Jacob raised discussion on whether the Wrotham Crime Diary is known enough to 

residents, the reporting process, a NHW scheme, subcommittee, public meeting for 

residents, a more active social media presence & collaboration between villages to share 

a community warden through KCC. KCC shared the community warden scheme 

information after the parish precepts had been submitted, costs involved are too high for 
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smaller parishes to realistically fund. WPC has limited resources and direct communication 

via social media is not a realistic possibility for the Clerk.  

Cllr Gillin listed several recent ASB incidents occurring in Whitehill, a small road of ten 

houses just outside the main village. He recounted his neighbour's positive experience of 

engaging with Michell Leak of the TMBC Community Safety Unit. 

“I have filled in the police reports and have spoken to the anti-social behaviour lady at the 

Council. She was helpful and has sent a link for us to monitor. She will also visit and speak to 

Local Police. However, they only have four CCTV cameras for the whole of the borough 

and unsurprisingly, a long waiting list!' 

Cllr Rayner suggested to remain focussed on how the systems already in place can be 

effectively improved. 

The suggestion of a combination of the existing Crime Diary & ‘NHW’ street coordinators 

together could be more effective and encourage timely reporting of incidents to the 

crime diary was supported unanimously. 

A meeting of Crime & Disorder Committee to be arranged before the March meeting – Cllr 

Jacob to be invited to attend. 

 

7. Allotment Water Charges – Utility Bill Readings 

 

Consumer Council for Water tried to intervene on WPC behalf but cannot take further as 

Water Plus states we are still at stage 1 of complaint and provided a link to further 

information. 

RFO investigated further as electricity and gas cannot backdate invoices more than a set 

period of time. The Consumer Protection Code of Practice summarised a businesses 

spreadsheet which states the utility provider must provide with at least 2 accurate invoices 

and cannot backdate more than 2 years. 

Cllr Rayner suggests if Water Plus continue to harassment on the outstanding contested 

balance the WPC propose to move to legal representation and reserve the right to pursue 

damages. 

 

8. Plot Holders Hose Use & Water Consumption 

 

WAGS (Wrotham Allotment & Gardening Society) have investigated surrounding Parishes 

plot holder’s fees to allow for increasing water costs and provided WPC with a suggested 

fee adjustment of a 24% increase to £30 for a ¼ plot, which will cover 60% of the total 
water costs. The move to increase the allotment fees as per WAGS calculations was 

proposed by Cllr Gillin, seconded by Cllr Vick and agreed unanimously. 

Cllr Denton abstained. 

 
9. Highway Improvement Plan 

 

Cllr Beach has received contact details by KCC for the HIP and they have requested a 

copy. Cllr Beach and Gillin have amended the report to comply as closely as possible with 

the KCC guidelines and to be as cost effective as possible using gates, roundels & road 

markings for the 20mph proposal. 

If accepted KCC will require a consultation, a road safety audit which will cost in the 

region of £4.5k, and a traffic regulation order costing in the region of £2.5K. 

Cllr Rayner suggested to add to the existing urban location examples showing speed 

reduction data, and to also include more comparable local examples similar in size with 

Wrotham locally that have successfully been approved a 20mph and illustrate the benefits 

for the communities.  

The move to proceed with final HIP amendments including 20mph limit to KCC was 

proposed by Cllr Beach, seconded by Cllr Rayner, agreed unanimously. 

 

10. Reports from County & Borough Councillor(s) 

 

County Councillor - Cllr Rayner: 

The government has rejected Kent & Medway application for the Devolution Priority 
Programme. The reason behind the government’s decision is both a disappointment and 

unclear. KCC will continue with their plans for local government reorganisation. 

The lower Thames crossing decision should be available in the second half of May. 

Funding for KCC buses has come through and will continue to March 2026. 

KCC Social fund has continued with an increased number of applications for adult 

services. 

 

11. Reports from various Committees 
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Grounds 

 

WPC has purchased eight new ‘heritage style’ salt and grit bins to augment the existing 

KCC owned bins within the village. They are currently being located in areas not sufficiently 

covered by the existing network and will be filled in due course from salt reserves. Each bin 

will be controlled by a local warden who will provide access during icy conditions. 

 

An adjacent land owner to the Cricket Ground contacted the Chairman with a suggestion 

that they wished to install a new fence to secure their border. There are two lines of trees 

and various parties have historically erected short lines of fencing on either side of the 

back line of trees, which presents a confusing picture. There are also significant gaps in the 

fence line such that the border is porous. They have suggested a pragmatic solution would 

be to install a new fence line between the two lines of trees and at their expense. 

It was decided that Cllr Gillin and Cllr Beach would meet representatives of the adjacent 

land owner to discuss the proposal and report back to the Grounds Committee with a 

recommendation on how to proceed. 

 

Buildings  

 

Solar Panels are due to be installed at the Pavilion week commencing the 17th February. 

 

Highways 

 

HIP Update above 

 

Crime & Disorder 

 

Update above 

 

Finance 

 

No report 

 

Planning 

 
No report 

 

Skate Park 

 

No report 

 

Website 

       
      No report 

 

Climate Change Strategy 

 

No report 

 
Youth 

 

 No report 

 

KALC 

 

No report 

 

PPP 

 

Cllr Rayner attending hybrid meeting 6th February 

 

CPRE 

 

No report 

 

12. Correspondence Received 
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Correspondent Details Action 

KALC Devolution KCC Update 

Previously emailed 

 

KALC Community Awards, closing 7th February 

Previously emailed 

 

Chair's Networking Forum - 27th January at 6.30pm 

Previously emailed 

 

Upcoming Events 
Previously Emailed 

 

Weekly Bulletin 

Previously Emailed 

 

Newsletter 

Previously emailed 

 

For information 

 

 

For Information.  

 

 

For Information. Login 

emailed 

 

For Information. 
 

 

For Information. 

 

 

For Information 

PSE Public Sector Executive Newsletter 

Previously emailed 

 

For Information 

 

 

NALC Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

CEO Bulletin 

Previously Emailed 

 

For Events visit 

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/eve

nts.html - contact RFO or 

Clerk for login details 

 

For Information 

 

 

KCC Current Funding Opportunities from Active Kent & 

Medway 

Previously Emailed 

 

Local Nature Recovery Strategy Public 

Consultation. Closes 12th March 

Previously Emailed 

 

Positive Wellbeing Journey in 2024 

Previously emailed 

 

Post 16 School Transport for Mainstream and SEND 

Students - Public Consultation, closes 23rd March 

 

New Traffic Regulation Order Consultations in 

Tonbridge and Malling – Public Consultation, closes 

24th February 

For Information 

 

 

Added to website & social 

media. Visit 

https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/na

ture-recovery 

 

For Information  

 

Visit 

https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/po

st-16-2025-26-and-26-27  

 

Visit 

https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/hu

b-page/highways-traffic-

regulation-orders-and-other-

legal-notices  

 

Rural Services Network The Rural Bulletin 

Previously Emailed 

 

For Information 

Parish Online Newsletter 

Previously emailed 

 

For Information 

Applause Financial subsidies for community events in Kent 

Previously Emailed 

For Information visit 

https://applause.org.uk/get-

involved/communities/  

 

SLCC  The Clerk January 2025 

Postal edition 

 

For Information 

Clerks & Councils Direct January 2025 Issue 2025 

Postal Edition 

For Information 

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/events.html
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/events.html
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/nature-recovery
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/nature-recovery
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/post-16-2025-26-and-26-27
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/post-16-2025-26-and-26-27
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/hub-page/highways-traffic-regulation-orders-and-other-legal-notices
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/hub-page/highways-traffic-regulation-orders-and-other-legal-notices
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/hub-page/highways-traffic-regulation-orders-and-other-legal-notices
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/hub-page/highways-traffic-regulation-orders-and-other-legal-notices
https://applause.org.uk/get-involved/communities/
https://applause.org.uk/get-involved/communities/
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13. Financial Matters 

 

i. Cheques for approval and signature 

 

 It was proposed by Cllr Rayner, seconded by Cllr Beach and resolved that the following 

accounts be passed for payment: 

   

Payable To Invoice Details Amount Cheque 

No /BAC 

Date  

Highgate Planning & 

Development Ltd * 

Moto Application – Hearing Preparation 

and Attendance  

Parish Alliance to contribute 

£2,280.00 BAC 

09/01/24 

Suffolk Life Annuities Ltd Storage Depot Monthly Rental £400.00 BAC 

14/01/25 

Wrotham Computer 

Care Ltd * 

Outllook configuration RFO & Clerk 

Set up junk filter in Outlook Clerk 

Total 

126.00 

24.00 

£150.00 

BAC 

24/01/25 

Peter Barden Litter Pick  

Open Spaces Maintenance – CPA 

Inspection - Leafing - Rubbish Burning – 

Village Square Pruning - General 

Clearance 

Burial Ground Maintenance – Church Path 

Weeding 

Xmas Tree – Take Down 

Winter Maintenance – Location Salt Bins & 

Fill 

Total 

150.00 

270.00 

 

 

 

  20.00 

 

 40.00 

250.00 

 

£730.00 

BAC 

27/01/25 

Z Rye Pavilion Hire & Deposit Transferred to Hall 

Account – Hire Switch due to heating issues 

£255.97 BAC 

29/01/25 

Cornerstone Barristers * MOTO Appeal Hearing Fees 

Parish Alliance Members to Contribute 

£5,609.65 BAC 

29/01/25 

Kevin Holt Ground Maintenance Works January 2025 

December 2024 £40.00 overpayment  

Total 

1,320.00  

   (40.00) 

£1,280.00 

BAC 

31/01/25 

 

Peter Barden January 29th & 31st 

Litter Pick 

Open Spaces Maintenance – CPA Check – 

Stile Repair – Dog Waste Bin Repair – 

General Clearance 

Burial Ground Maintenance – Shrub 

Pruning 

Winter Maintenance – Locate Salt Bins & Fill 

Total 

 

  40.00 

110.00 

 

 

  70.00 

 

  60.00 

£280.00 

BAC 

31/01/25 

Lesley Cox Salary January 2025 deductions include 

pension contribution. 

Telephone 

Total 

1,288.21 

 

    10.00 

£1,298.21 

BAC 

 

Helen Davison 

(Whitehouse) 

Salary January 2025 deductions include 

pension contribution. 

£1,057.59 BAC 

 

HM Revenue & Custom PAYE / NI January 2024.  £534.06 BAC 

 

KCC Pension Fund Pension Contribution January 2024.  £1,043.88 BAC 

 

Borough Green PC ** Skate Park Litter Pick / Checks January 

2025 

£155.00 BAC 

Astra Security Systems * 1 GB Monthly Data per Router  

 

£60.00 BAC 
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Capel Groundcare Ltd * Ground Maintenance Contract 1 – 

January 2025 Cuts 

£486.40 BAC 

NKCS * Contract Cleaning December 2024 

St George’s Hall to contribute 

£735.70 

 

BAC 

Viking * Cleaning Materials/Equipment Hall  

Stamps – No VAT 

Toilet Rolls/Staples/Laminating Pouches A5 

Total  

128.76 

  13.20 

  89.92 

£231.88 

BAC 

Sustrans Donation Agreed 4th December 2024 £100.00 BAC 

Samsian Ltd * Pavilion – Replacement Boiler and 

Associated Works 

£3,882.00 BAC 

Wrotham Computer 

Care Ltd * 

Reconfigure Outlook – duplicate 

messaging 

£24.00 BAC 

The Counselling Centre Donation agreed 08/01/2025 £200.00 BAC 

Metro Bank Account 

Transfer 

Open Spaces Materials * 

Fasthosts* Generic emails 

Winter Maintenance – Materials * 

Salt Bin Padlocks * 

Open Spaces Planting * 

Open Spaces Materials – Moss Cleaner * 

Open Spaces Planting * 

Open Spaces Planting * 

Monthly Account Fees 

Hall Cleaning Materials (For Hirers Use) * 

Monthly Transfer Total 

  30.24 

  12.00 

  29.94 

149.90 

  17.50 

  41.94 

  79.90 

107.94 

    9.80  

    7.39     

     £486.55 

BAC 

 

* denotes items including VAT  

** denotes 22.3% to be reimbursed 

*** denotes 73.3% to be reimbursed    

**** denotes 81.61% to be reimbursed 

 

Payments made by Direct Debit / Standing Order Since Previous Meeting 8th January 2025 

 

Water Plus Burial Ground Metered Water - 566 4.97 15/01/25 

Water Plus Pavilion Metered Water – 599 47.35 15/01/25 

EDF Energy Multi-Court Electricity – 001 30.15 17/01/25 

BT Group Parish Email 7.50 22/01/25 

Engie Gas Pavilion Gas 202.81 23/01/25 

 

ii. Bank Reconciliation for sign off 

 

No Bank Reconciliations presented for signature. Statements due out on the 5th February 2025 

 

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES as at 5th February 2025 

 

ACCOUNT BALANCE 

Current (1200) £50.00 

Business Reserve (1201) £2,978.57 

Business Savings (1203) £37,855.02 

Community Skate Park £1.04 

CCLA FOW Fund (1205) £29,444.13 

CCLA Parish Fund 1 (1207) £44,944.98 

CCLA Community Fund 2 (1208) £57,423.77 

Metro Account £513.45 

TOTAL £173,210.96 

 

14. Date of next Parish Council Meeting 

 

The date for the next meeting was proposed for the 5th March 2025, to be held in the 

Wrotham Pavilion at 7.30pm, with the date for the interim planning meeting to be advised. 

 

15. Planning Committee to Consider 
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1. Applications received 

 

Application 

Number 

Address Details Parish Council 

Recommendation 

25/00051/PA St Georges Court, 

West Street 

Details of Condition 19 

(Archaeology) Pursuant to 

planning permission 

TM/18/02268/FL Demolition 

and redevelopment of 

existing buildings to 

provide 38 residential units 

with associated parking, 

refuse and cycle storage 

No 

Recommendation 

25/00030/PA Storage 

Compound at 

Invicta Business 

Park 

Retrospective application 

for the change of use of 

land for storage use, 

construction of a hard 

surface area and the 

erection of a security 

fence and gates 

Attachment refers 

 

i. Notifications of Decisions 

 
Application 

Number 

Address Details Decision 

24/01998/PA Maryland, St 

Marys Road, TN15 

7AP 

Front Garden, T1 Beech - 

Remove 4x lowest branches 

over road and crown lift by 

approximately 1m over 

parking to improve 

clearance over road and 

parking. Rear Garden, T3 

Beech - Crown reduce 

whole crown by 

approximately 2m, crown lift 

low branches to allow light 
under. General 

maintenance to allow light 

to house and garden 

No Objection – 

14th January 2025 

24/01938/PA Cherrytrees, 
Pilgrims Way TN15 

7NN 

Proposed single storey rear 
extension 

Approved – 30th 
January 2025 

 
2. Correspondence Received 

 

T&MBC Planning Applications Lists 

 

PART 2 

 

16. Unmetered Energy Supply - Streetlights 

 

The current contract expires on 31/3/25 for the council owned village streetlights. The current 

supplier SSE Energy is only able to offer a 4-month contract, and a tender provided. The Clerk 

has been unable to find an alternative supplier for low volume unmetered supply under 1GWh 

for comparison and many energy suppliers are no longer offering unmetered supply as an 

option. The move to accept 4-month contract was proposed by Cllr Rayner, seconded by Cllr 

Mills, agreed unanimously. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.03pm  

              

 Chairman 

 Date 

                                                                                                    



WPC Comments on Planning Application 25/00030/PA - Storage Compound, INVICTA BUSINESS PARK, London Road, TN15 7RJ.  
 
Date: 4 Feb 2025  
 
Retrospective application for the change of use of land for storage use, construction of a hard surface area and the erection of a security fence 
and gates 
 
WPC acknowledges that the LPA has refused application 24/01032/PA which has halted this applicant’s unconsented expansion into the 
Greenbelt and that this is a relatively minor correction.  
 
We do not object in principal to the proposal but we do register a holding objection for the following reasons. 
 
1. As a consequence of the retrospective nature of application 24/01032/PA there is a 

large slab of concrete beneath the blue roof located at the bottom of the Google 
photo that remains Greenbelt. 

 
2. The proposed palisade fence is presumable for security reasons but the gates, as 

proposed, are less secure. 
 
3. The Planning Statement states: 
 

 “Access to the site is via the existing access at the side of Unit 7 and from the 
main access onto A20 London Road. The existing access arrangements are 
considered to be entirely suitable to serve this small scale development.” 
 

4. It is therefore unclear why the applicant is asking for large double gates onto a 
Green Belt area designated on the applicant’s plans as ‘Existing Woodland Copse” 

 
In the event that the applicant makes a minor application amendment to replace the 
unnecessary gates and fully fence the area, then WPC would support the proposal.  

 
Current Google Earth photo of the compound 
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