WROTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING,
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7th May 2025
In the Wrotham Pavilion TN15 7AH

Present: P Gillin (Chairman), H Rayner, D Beach, K Denton, T Jacob, C Mills, M Coffin & R Betts
(Late Arrival).
In Atendance: Helen Davison (Clerk), Lesley Cox (RFO) & Angela Boulden

1. Apologies for absence:

ClIr Vick

2. Afitendance Register

The attendance register was signed, and declarations of interest duly noted.
All Meetings

ClIIr's Gillin, Rayner, Betts, Beach & Denton members of Keep Borough's Green

ClIr Beach member of the St George'’s Bell Ringers

Clir Gillin member of Wrotham Xmas Lights

ClIr's Rayner & Gillin members of Friends of St George's

Clir Rayner member of St George’s Church of England Wrotham

ClIr Rayner retired member of the Baltic Exchange Ltd

ClIr Rayner life member of the National Trust

ClIr's Rayner & Beach members of Kent Association of Change Ringers

ClIr Rayner assistant Vilage Magazine Deliverer

Clir Rayner life member of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute

CliIr Vick member of Wrotham Fireworks

Clir's Rayner, Gillin, Beach & Denton members of the Campaign for the Protection of Rural
England - WPC corporate member

ClIr Gillin committee member of Tonbridge & Malling branch of the Campaign for the
Protection of Rural England.

Clir Coffin firework provider for Wrotham

CliIr Mills committee member of Wrotham Music Festival

CliIr Mills director of charity, Good Food Matters.

ClIr Rayner Conservative Party Member

ClIr Rayner Member of Tonbridge & Malling Conservative Party Executive & Management
Committees

Provider of Electrical Services to Wrotham Parish Council — all meetings CliIr S Vick

3. Election of Chairman

Vice-Chairman ClIir Denton took the chair for this item. Clir Gillin was proposed by Clir
Rayner and seconded by Clir Mills for the position of Chairman. Clir Gillin was unanimously
elected as Chairman. CliIr Gillin abstained from voting.

4. Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office

The declaration was made to the meeting and duly signed by Clir Gillin.

5. Election of Vice-Chairman

ClIr Denton was proposed by ClIr Gillin and seconded by Clir Rayner for the position of Vice
-Chairman. Clir Denton was unanimously elected as Vice-Chairman. Clir Denton abstained
from voting.

6. Vice Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office

The declaration was made to the meeting and duly signed by Clir Denton.

7. Appointment of Committees
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The Council approved the following committee memberships.

Grounds

Allotment Committee
Buildings/Property

Hall Committee)

Highways

Crime & Disorder

Members

Finance

Planning

Climate Change

Strategy

Joint Parish Skate Park

Youth

External Bodies

Joint Standards Board

KALC

CliIr P Gillin (Chairman)
Clir R Betts

ClIr S Vick

Clir K Denton

Clir T Jacob

B Saunders (co-opted)

ClIr K Denton (Chairman)
CliIr P Gillin (St George's

Clir D Beach
Clir C Mills
ClIr S Vick
Clir M Coffin
CliIr R Betts

Clir D Beach (Chairman)
Clir H Rayner

ClIr K Denton

CliIr C Mills

CliIr P Gillin

Clir P Gillin (Chairman)
ClIr S Vick

ClIr H Rayner

Clir T Jacob

3 External (co-opted)

ClIr H Rayner (Chairman)
Clir D Beach

Clir M Coffin

Clir K Denton

Clir P Gillin

Clir T Jacob

CliIr P Gillin (Chairman)
Clir D Beach

Clir C Mills

Clir K Denton

Clir H Rayner

ClIr S Vick

Clir T Jacob

ClIr R Betts (Chairman)
CliIr P Gillin

Clir D Beach

ClIr K Denton

ClIr S Vick

Clir K Denton
Clir C Mills

Clir C Mills
ClIr S Vick

Clir D Beach

Clir H Rayner
CliIr P Gillin
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Clir D Beach
Clir K Denton
Clir C Mills
ClIr S Vick
Clir T Jacob

Parish Partnership Panel Clir H Rayner
Clir P Gillin
Clir D Beach
Clir K Denton
Clir C Mills
ClIr S Vick
Clir T Jacob

CPRE Clir P Gillin
Clir C Mills

TMBC/KCC Joint Transportation Board
Clir H Rayner

Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd April 2025, proposed by Clir Rayner, seconded by
ClIr Mills, and agreed and signed as a correct record by the Chairman. The minutes of

Annual Parish Meeting deferred until June meeting.

Reports if any from Community Police Officer

In March a Ford Transit was stopped and seized due to its Tax & MOT being out of date by
almost a year, and the DVLA notified - PC McElligoft

On 30" April Wrotham Secondary School received assemblies focusing on drugs, vaping
and tobacco, to years 7-9 delivered by the Kent Child Centred Policing Team — PC Mundy

Public Question Time

No Questions Raised

Adoption of Financial Regulations in line with NALC Model. Revision to Financial Risk
Assessment Policy to reflect the separation of responsibilities between Clerk and RFO -
Revisions agreed 2nd April 2025

The proposal from Clir Rayner, seconded by Clir Denton to adopt the revisions as agreed at
the April meeting was agreed unanimously.

Re-adoption of the Code of Conduct, Standing Orders, Risk Assessment Policy and Data
Protection Privacy Notice and Retention Policy.

The proposal by Clir Rayner, seconded by Clir Denton to re-adopt all documents without
amendment was agreed unanimously.

Reports if any from County Clir and or Borough Clir

County Councillor - Harry Rayner

There are already considerable changes happening within KCC following the result of last
week's election and the new leadership. in the last 48 hours 22 social workers have
resigned from KCC as direct employees and additionally the units have recruited over 300
people.

New Reform councillors have arrived for their inauguration arrangements who were not
expecting fo be elected and were unaware of the meeting commitment obligations
required such as fime and frequency, which they will struggle to fulfil.

There is considerable doubt as to the viability of the council under its current leadership of
the Reform Party. There are significant difficulties with coherence and their ability to get
business through in the way that they are currently structured.

Borough Councillor — Robin Betts
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14.

| attended Addington Council o present a TMBC report with the expectation fo meet the
new KCC Councillor of the Malling North division & sadly did not get that opportunity.
There were Bi-elections for TMBC Malling East Borough Councillor. This was quite crucial for
Us as a group as contenders, in terms to attract numbers and proved successful to elect
conservative which helps to lessen difficulties in terms of getting business organised and
completed.

KCC elections went ahead and | welcome our newly elected KCC member, Clir Rayner.

| was standing for Malling North and didn't get elected. It was looking promising village by
vilage but southern votes were directed towards Reform. In terms of numbers we are still
dependent on the Independents.

Borough Councillor — Martin Coffin

TMBC is now enhanced by one member due to the Bi election being won by a
Conservative

There have been several sets of meetings working to reorganise the cabinet and members
positions which will be agreed at cabinet on Tuesday and published thereafter.

The agreement the Conservatives have with the Independent Party remains.

There are changes within the cabinet which should benefit our area.

A Town Council for Tonbridge has been agreed and working groups are currently being
formed to ensure this is created as smoothly as possible within the timeframe allowed of
about 8 months.

Panettoni will go fo committee for determination. This will allow opportunity for all
interested parties to raise points for consideration.

We are aware of the continued high level of ASB within in the parish and there is an online
meeting set up for later this month to discuss with T&’kMBC ASB Enforcement unit. Clerk fo
resend the meeting email invite to all members.

Reports from various Committees

Grounds

New fencing has been installed by the Old Palace along the border to separate their land
and the cricket grounds, apart from a small gap af the end where WPC has now erected
Heras fencing which will be planted up as a green wall.

Buildings

No report

Highways

Clir Beach & ClIr Gillin had a meeting with Demi Richards, the community & engagement
project manager from KCC on the recently submitted HIP with proposed 20mph Zone &
Village Square Improvement Plan. Demi noted that we had sent the relevant reports which
have been passed on for assessment. An update on this meeting has been requested 3
times by WPC but no response received to date.

2 quotations for works on the Village Square have been obtained by WPC and copies of
these provided to KCC.

All current updates will be added to the WPC HIP by RFO and forwarded to County
Councillor Rayner.

Crime & Disorder

There are multiple offences being reported to Wrotham Crime Diary of electric or
motorised bikes being used in an Anti-social manner, providing police crime reference
numbers. WPC has been advised that the police are no longer attending these incidents.
One of the actions previously discussed was to get the one CCTV camera within the village
relocated. Beat officer was in favour of this however the CSU advised there was a waiting
list with no timescale advised.

Finance
No Report

Planning
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A new page has been created for WPC website which is solely for any development which
will have significant impact on Wrotham Parish, either positively or negatively, and the
page will include the planning application reference number along with any relevant
documentation or images. The page will be regularly updated as the application

progresses.

We are awaiting expert reports for Panattoni which will be submitted by end of working
day 12" May and are encouraging any responses from the public to be submitted in time

for this deadline.

Skate Park

We are amid rebuilding the biggest jump in the park. The ramp has been fenced off from
public use while the ramp was stripped, cleaned and prepared ready for new metal

installation.

KAS Welding & the WPC maintenance team are now on site completing the works with the
materials previously manufactured and prepared by KAS Welding within their workshops.

Website

Covered under Planning

Climate Change Strategy

No Report

Youth

No Report
KALC

No Report
PPP

No Report
CPRE

No Report

15. Correspondence Received

Correspondent

Details

Action

Tonbridge
Counselling Service

Request for donation. £200.00 Precept Allocation
to unspecified "Counselling centre”
Previously emailed

Decision deferred to June
meeting.

Clerk to contact
Tonbridge & Tunbridge
Wells centres for further
information

North & West Kent
Citizens Advice

Request For Donation. £200 Precept Allocated
within the precept for 2025-26.

In 2024-25 23 families helped within Wrotham Parish
equating to 3% of households in Wrotham, &
averaging £2,533 saved per household across T&M
borough. £200.00 Precept Allocation

Previously Emailed

Proposed by Clir Coffin,
seconded by ClIr Befts,
agreed unanimously

Rural Services

The Rural Bulletin

For Information

Network Previously Emailed
NALC Upcoming Events For Events visit
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/
events.html - contact RFO
or Clerk for login details
CEOQ Bullefin
Previously Emailed For Information
KALC Upcoming Events For Information.
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Previously Emailed

Weekly Bulletin
Previously Emailed

Newsletter
Previously emailed

For Information.

For Information

Tom Tugendhat

News from MP
Previously Emailed

For Information

Charity Commission

Newsletter April 2025
Previously emailed

For Information

Parish Online

Newsletter
Previously emailed

For Information

KCC

Teacher In Your Pocket (TEPO) Initiative, Stop
Smoking Resources
Previously Emailed

For Information

Valance School

Festival Of Motoring, Sunday 18t May
Previously emailed

Added to Website

Clerks & Councils
Direct

May 2025 Issue 159

For Information

16. Financial Matters

Cheques for approval and signature

It was proposed by Clir Rayner, seconded by Clir Beach and resolved that the following
accounts be passed for payment:

Payable To Invoice Details Amount Cheque
No /BAC

Date

KAS Welding * Skatepark Labour Ramp 1 *** £900.00 BAC
04/04/25

Wrotham Computer Reconfigure One Drive £84.00 BAC
Care Ltd * 04/04/25

Npower * Public Toilets — Electricity Final Invoice £42.70 BAC
10/04/25

Streetlights * Quarterly Camera Clean CPA / St £81.00 BAC
George's Hall 10/04/25

SSE Energy Solutions * Streetlight Supply — Jan / Feb 2025 £267.92 BAC
10/04/25

Suffolk Life Annuities Ltd | Storage Depot Monthly Rental £400.00 BAC
10/04/25

Pozitive Energy Ltd * Public Toilets — Electricity 19/03/25 1.59 BAC
- 20/03/25-31/03/25 19.31 14/04/25

Total £20.90

Sage (UK) Ltd * Annual Subscription £1,912.84 DD
14/04/25

SSE Energy Solutions * Streetlight Supply — Mar 2025 £140.77 BAC
17/04/25

Water Plus Allotment Metered Water £44.39 BAC
23/04/25

KAS Welding * Skatepark Materials Ramp 2 (Large) *** £4,788 BAC
23/04/25

CPRE Annual Subscription £60.00 DD
23/04/25

Fresh Air Fitness Replacement Parts — Due to vandalism £47 .54 BAC
25/04/25

Kevin Holt Ground Maintenance Works April 2025 £1,327.50 BAC
28/04/25

D Everitt Pavilion Security Deposit Refund £50.00 BAC
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01/05/25
Peter Barden Open Spaces Maintenance — CPA 140.00 BAC
Check/Repairs — 01/05/25
Skatepark Maintenance 600.00
Winter Maintenance - Top Up Salt Bins 40.00
Litter Pick 210.00
Total £990.00
S Amess-Playle Pavilion Security Deposit Refund £50.00 BAC
06/05/25
Lesley Gillin (Cox) Salary April 2025 deductions include BAC
pension contribution. 1,278.85
Telephone 10.00
Quarterly Office Allowance 150.00
Total £1,438.85
Helen Davison Salary April 2025 deductions include £1,060.99 BAC
(Whitehouse) pension contribution.
HM Revenue & Custom | PAYE / NI April 2025. £646.53 BAC
KCC Pension Fund Pension Contribution April 2025. £1,072.34 BAC
Borough Green PC ** Skate Park Litter Pick / Checks April 2025 £150.00 BAC
Astra Security Systems * | 1 GB Monthly Data per Router £60.00 BAC
NKCS * Contract Cleaning March 2025 £848.88 BAC
St George's Hall to contribute
Assured Water Hygiene | Water Softener Service & Brine Valve £241.79 BAC
Ltd * Replacement
HCR Hewitson LLP * MOTO §288 Review — Solicitor Fees £5,028.00 BAC
Cornerstone Barristers MOTO 5288 Alex Williams Fees £1,440.00 BAC
KSS Air Ambulance Donation agreed 2nd April 2025 £300.00 BAC
David Buckeftt Year End Internal Audit 2024-25 £399.30 BAC
EJP Fire Protection Ltd * | Annual Equipment Service & Parts BAC
Pavilion 116.40
St George’s Hall 98.40
Total £214.80
St George’s Hall to contribute
KALC * Intfroduction to Planning — Online Course £60.00 BAC
(Clerk)
Metro Bank Account Zoom Annual Subscription * 155.88 BAC
Transfer *Skatepark Materials *** 38.95
Fasthosts* Generic emails 13.80
Materials *
Open Spaces 147.44
Burial Ground 10.99
Skatepark *** 12.49
Monthly Charges 10.40
Monthly Transfer Total £389.95
* denotes items including VAT
** denotes 22.3% to be reimbursed
*** denotes 73.3% to be reimbursed
Payments made by Direct Debit / Standing Order Since Previous Meeting 279 April 2025
Pozitive Energy Public Toilets £1.59 14/04/25
Pozitive Energy Public Toilets 19.31
Sage Software Accounts Software 1.912.84 16/04/25
Water Plus Burial Ground Metered Water - 566 4.97 17/04/25
EDF Energy Multi-Court Electricity — 001 28.50
Engie Gas Pavilion Gas 186.44 22/04/25
TMBC Council Tax 53.22
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CPRE Campaign To Protect Rural England 60.00 23/04/25
BT Group Parish Email 7.50 24/03/25
TMBC West Street Car Park 140.00 01/04/25

ii. Bank Reconciliation for sign off

The following account balances were checked, agreed and signed by Clir Denton

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES as at 05™ April 2025

ACCOUNT BALANCE
Current (1200) £50.00
Business Reserve (1201) £1,874.83
Business Savings (1203) £7.,909.52
CCLA FOW Fund (1205) £29,665.55
Community Skate Park (1206) £1.05
CCLA Parish Fund 1 (1207) £45,282.97
CCLA Community Fund 2 (1208) £57,873.94
Metro Account £782.77
TOTAL £143,440.63

POST MEETING NOTE: BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES as at 5th May 2025

ACCOUNT BALANCE
Current (1200) £50.00
Business Reserve (1201) £2,287.70
Business Savings (1203) £67,059.40
CCLA FOW Fund (1205) £29,778.89
Community Skate Park (1206) £1.05
CCLA Parish Fund 1 (1207) £45,455.97
CCLA Community Fund 2 (1208) £58,095.04
Metro Account £610.05
TOTAL £203,338.10

ili. Internal Audit Report 2024-25- for consideration

Report noted and the RFO congratulated.

iv. Re-appointment of Internal Auditor for 2025-26 to be agreed

Members agreed unanimously to confinue using the services of David Buckett for the
Internal Audit of WPC.

v. Annudadl Governance Statement 2024-2025 for approval

Proposed by ClIr Rayner, seconded by ClIr Gillin and agreed unanimously and signed by
ClIr Gillin as Chairman.

vi. Annual Return for 315t March 2025 for approval and sign off

The Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2025 proposed by Clir Rayner, seconded
by ClIr Gillin, agreed unanimously and signed by CliIr Gillin as Chairman.

vii. Agreed period for the exercise of public rights - 314 June 2025 to the 14"
July 2025

3rd June 2025 to the 14th July 2025 agreed unanimously and noted.

vili. Continued use of BAC as preferred payment method — resolution to
continue.

Resolution to continue agreed unanimously.
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ix. Continued use of Direct Debit as preferred payment method for utilities —

resolution to continue.

Resolution to continue agreed unanimously.

17. Date of next Parish Council Meeting

The date for the next meeting was proposed for the 4th June 2025 to be held in the
Wrotham Pavilion at 7.30pm, with the date for the interim planning meeting to be advised.

18. Planning Committee to Consider

1. Applications received

Application Address Details Parish Council
Number Recommendation
25/00599/PA Former Marley Site, Full planning application for Response
London Road demolition of the existing awaited from
buildings and redevelopment of consultants,
the Site to provide 2no. Highgate
warehouse buildings (Units Ta - 1d | Planning to
for B8 Use and Units 2 and 3 for finalise objection
flexible B2 (general industrial) /B8 | and submit by
(storage and distribution) Use), the 12h May
with ancillary office space and deadline on
associated access, servicing, behalf of WPC
parking and landscaping
25/00579/PA HOLIDAY INN Electrical vehicle supercharging No objectionin

MAIDSTONE, London
Road, Wrotham Heath

facility, along with the associated
works

principle.

Due fo the
increasing
accident record
on the A20 at the
entrance / exit of
the application
site, Wrotham
Parish Council
request the
following
informative.
Restrict all
parking in the
deceleration
lane.

25/00721/PA Three Post Boys, High

Street

25/00721/PA

Section 73 application to vary
condition 02 (approved plans) of
planning permission 24/00679/PA
(Demolition of covered canopy,
garden wall and construction of
single storey outbuilding with
associated landscaping
alterations) change windows on
front north facing elevation to
inset panels, amended position of
rooflight and external ground
alterations

Listed Building Application for

above

No Objection

i. Notifications of Decisions

Application Number Address

Details

Decision

25/00230/PA St Georges Court, West

Street

Details of Condition 4 (Site Contfour
& Full Slab levels plan) pursuant to
planning permission 18/02268/FL

Approved - 7th
April 2025
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Demolition and redevelopment of
existing buildings to provide 38
residential units with associated
parking, refuse and cycle storage

25/00383/PA Malt House, Borough Prune 3 lower branches of alarge | No Objection -
Green Road yew tree where they sag down 8t April
below 6ft to facilitate grass
mowing and avoid accidental
head injury and reduce by half the
height of a Japanese privet tree to
avoid interference with telephone
cables.
25/00304/PA 5 Court Meadow Proposed two storey side and Approved — 24th
single storey rear extensions April 2025
25/00461/PA The Old Vicarage, T.1 Castlewellan tree - Hedge trim No Objection —

Borough Green Road

overall.

T.2 Holly free - Hedge trim overall.
T.3 Prunus tree - Reduce in height
by approx 40% (2m reduction)

T.4 Dead willlow stem - Fell to near
ground level,

G.5 Group of prunus trees -
Reduce overall back to vicinity of
previous reduction points (approx
2.5m reduction) and remove small,
decayed stem from group on the
left,

T.6 Macrocarpa tree - Crown lift
the low secondary branches
overhanging the neighbours up to
approx 4m above ground level,
T.7 Prunus tree trunk - Cut down to
ground level,

T.8 Ash tree - Remove small
branch back to source,

T.9-T.10 Two prunus frees - Reduce
branches overhanging the
neighbours back to the vicinity of
the boundary line and reduce one
branch growing out the top by
1.5m to bring back into shape.

24 April 2025

2.

Correspondence Received

T&MBC Planning Applications Lists
T&MBC Planning Enforcement Received & Closed

The meeting closed at 20.45pm

10

Chairman

Date
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