Present:

WROTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING,
HELD ON WEDNESDAY éth August 2025
In the Wrotham Pavilion TN15 7AH

P Gillin (Chairman), H Rayner, C Mills, S Vick, K Denton, T Jacob, D Beach

In Attendance: H Davison (Clerk)& L Gillin (RFO), Mr J Nelson, Mr & Mrs Hill

1.

Apologies for absence:

ClIr's R Betts & M Coffin (TMBC meeting)

Attendance Register

The attendance register was signed, and declarations of interest noted.
All Meetings

Clir's Gillin, Rayner, Betts, Beach & Denfon members of Keep Borough's Green

Clir Beach member of the St George's Bell Ringers

CliIr Gillin member of Wrotham Xmas Lights

Clir's Rayner & Gillin members of Friends of St George'’s

ClIir Rayner member of St George's Church of England Wrotham

ClIr Rayner refired member of the Baltic Exchange Ltd

ClIr Rayner life member of the National Trust

ClIr's Rayner & Beach members of Kent Association of Change Ringers

ClIr Rayner assistant Village Magazine Deliverer

ClIr Rayner life member of the Royal National Lifeboaft Institute

CliIr Vick member of Wrotham Fireworks

ClIr's Rayner, Gillin, Beach & Denton members of the Campaign for the Protection of Rural
England - WPC corporate member

CliIr Gillin committee member of Tonbridge & Malling branch of the Campaign for the
Protection of Rural England.

CliIr Coffin firework provider for Wrotham

Clir Mills committee member of Wrotham Music Fesfival

CliIr Mills director of charity, Good Food Matters.

ClIr Rayner Conservative Party Member

Clir Rayner Member of Tonbridge & Malling Conservative Party Executive & Management
Committees

Provider of Electrical Services to Wrotham Parish Council — all meetings ClIr S Vick

Minutes

The minutes of the council meeting held on 2nd July 2025 were proposed by Clir Denton,
seconded by ClIr Vick, agreed and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.

Reports from Community Police Officer

PC MctElligott is currently investigating issues with E/Motorbikes in the community.

Public Question Time

Mr & Mrs Hill attended to raise awareness to, and hear discussion on, itfem number 7
regarding safety concerns on CPA Equipment, in particular the wobbly bridge which their
granddaughter had recently fallen through whilst under supervision. Mr Hill presented
printed images of Eibe Wrotham equipment compared to the newer Eibe Borough Green
equipment which features a mounted safety fall platform approx. 1-2ft under the wobbly
bridge walkway.

Mr Nelson attended to highlight the previous and current state of plot 15MB and requested

to make representation via outside party regarding the existing termination of his plot,
exceptionally extended by council agreement to October 2025. Mr Nelson provided
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printed photographs of the plot over the period of his tenancy which were handed to the
clerk.

Complete Replacement of Pavilion Decking and Handrail

Historically WPC was very restricted on available funds and the last works completed at the
Pavilion was the exterior. It is now on its last legs and the only part in good repair is the
staircase which was renewed in 2024 by KAS in powder coated steel, fitted by local
contractors. The balustrade is supported by concrete spurs and WPC have a quote from
KAS to replace the balustrade in the same finish as the staircase, currently priced at just
over £12,000.

Currently WPC does not know the support construction depth and composition under the
decking for tendering purpose, so a lot of further investigation is required, including
investigation into suitable replacement surface materials. The chairman has so far looked
info GRP flooring, which is industrial glass reinforced plastic flooring.

Consideration must also be given to works duration and disruption levels as the Pavilion is
used by the Dyslexic school during UK school tferms times.

Clir Gillin proposed that further investigations of the works involved are carried out fto come
back with prospective options for new balustrade, decking and supports with costs and
timeframes to then be considered by the council, seconded by Clir Rayner, and agreed
unanimously.

Safety Concerns on CPA Equipment

In 2014 mothers approached WPC wanting to replace all the CPA equipment and would
arrange all the finances. In 2015 the EIBE equipment was installed as per the 2014
proposition. In 2018 there was an accident reported to WPC and EIBE was asked to attend
and inspect the equipment. EIBE reported that the equipment was designed and properly
maintained, no modifications necessary meeting ROSPA regulations.

Following an accident 3 weeks ago the Chairman and RFO visited Borough Green CPA to
assess their equipment which is also EIBE and has a safety platform installed under the
wobbly Bridge, the specific piece of play equipment in question. It is assumed that EIBE
now fits this as standard, although this may be subject to the specific model. Wrotham
equipment was most recently inspected 3 weeks ago and meets all legislation
requirements

The clerk has been in contact with EIBE and is in the process of arranging a site visit with
their Wrotham representative to identify the specific model and discuss safety modification
options.

ClIr Rayner proposed that should EIBE have a suitable safety opfion with satisfactory
delivery timescales and installation costs that WPC agree now to accept and proceed
with installation.

CliIr Gillin added an amendment to Clir Rayners proposal to include the installation of
safety signage on the specific equipment during the interim whilst awaiting the safety
modification stating that children must be supervised at all fimes whilst using the
equipment.

Clir Rayner incorporated the amendment to his original proposal, which was seconded by
CliIr Gillin and agreed unanimously.

St George’s Hall — Toilet Block Roof

The toilet block roof is leaking. It was Fibre Glassed previously by a company which has
since gone out of business and the roof has leaked intermittently ever since. There has also
been instances of youths climbing on it.

CliIr Gillin suggested a company he is familiar with and proposed requesting one of their
surveyors attend to inspect and provide a report on recommended works. The proposal
was seconded by ClIir Rayner, and agreed unanimously.

Reports if any from County Clir & Borough Clir

Clir Rayner

Recently joining the Kent and Medway Crime and Justice Panel Clir Rayner took the
opportunity to speak to Des Keers and Matthew Scoftt to get action taken for Wrotham. The
last 3 weeks has seen a distinctive change with steps being taken to see movement on the
ground as well as increased feedback to Clir Rayner.

A 250-page report produced to KCC on the options available for government
reorganisation. The Mayoral Combined Authority is no longer an option available for Kent.
The favourite is for 3 unitary councils. West Kent to consist of Sevenoaks, Tonbridge &
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10.

Malling, Tunbridge Wells and Maidstone; North Kent, Dartford, Gravesham, Medway,
Sheppey and half of Swale; and East to consist of Faversham, Ashford, Dover, Canterbury,
Thanet and the remaining areas. The weakness is the outstanding debt from both KCC and
Medway combined at over £1b. The 3 unitary councils will be heavily dependent on West
Kent as it has a larger council tax revenue income, agreeing to bear more than half the
debt, between 500m to 700m. For every 100m debt is 10m of service costs. 550m into west
Kent they would be looking at 50 to 60m of service charges per year. There is pressure for
this to be agreed rapidly. Whatever happens there will be a substantial increase in council
tax for all, and in West Kent approximately 70% of households facing an increcse.
Government has made it clear that this reorganisation for Kent will happen without any
additional funding.

Reporis from various Committees

Grounds

No report

Buildings

No Report

Highways

We have made the application for the works on the square. KCC requested further
drawings which have been provided along with information on services positions, and the
contractor is pushing to start.

The 20mph is still with the KCC design delivery team and no further news at this time. Clir

Rayner suggested to be copied in on latest communication fo help chase up action.

Crime & Disorder

No recent report received from ASB Enforcement team. RFO to ask Alison Finch for most
recent report. Clir Rayner suggested to add that WPC are under pressure to come up with
responses and if necessary, request to add it to the next PPP agenda for consideration..
Finance

No Report

Planning

No report

Skate Park

KAS and workers have just finished installing the latest ramp at the skatepark which has
been completely metalized, and an example of the works was shown during discussion on
Agenda item 6.

Website

No report

Climate Change Strategy

No Report
Youth
No Report
KALC

PP
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Community Safety Leaflets with QR code are available and Clir Rayner has requested
copies are sentf to the Clerk. Clir Rayner also requested the clerk to contact Alison Finch at
TMBC directly to get copies of the leaflets for WPC notice boards and website.

There are a number of issues coming up, in particular with regards to Planning Enforcement
matters within Tonbridge & Malling.

CPRE

No Report

11. Correspondence Received

Correspondent Details Action
KCC Public consultation, Draft Suicide & Self Harm Visit

Prevention Strategy 2026, closes 6t October https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/ke

Previously emailed nt-and-medway-suicide-and-
self-harm-prevention-
strateqgy-2026

Updated HIP Pack 2025-26 For Information

Previously emailed
Visit

Nafional Highways & Transport Network - Public https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/nh

Satisfaction Surveys, closes end of February 2026 1-2025-

Previously emailed 262utm_source=ehqg newslett
er&utm_medium=email&utm
campaign=ehg-National-
Highways-and-Transport-
Survey-for-202526

KALC Upcoming Events For Information.

Previously Emailed

Weekly Bulletin For Information.

Previously Emailed

Newsletter For Information

Previously emailed

NALC Upcoming Events For Events visit
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/eve
nts.html - contact RFO or
Clerk for login details

CEQO Bulletin

Previously Emailed For Information

TMBC Community Development Grant Scheme, open For Information

until 15th September 2025
Previously emailed

Rural Services Network

The Rural Bulletin
Previously Emailed

For Information

Parish Online

Newsletter
Previously Emailed

For Information

My Community Voice

Toyota Hilux Thefts & Vehicle Safety
Previously emailed

For Information, added to
welbsite

EPPC

TMBC Changes to Planning Committee Speakers
Previously emailed

For Information

Ewen Glober

Letter to WPC re: damage to play horse in CPA &
offer to pay for repair
Previously emailed

Clerk to contact Mr Glober,
accept offer & advise costs
once received from EIBE

Tom Tugendhat

News from your MP
Previously emailed

For Information

Kent Wildlife Trust

Wilder Kent Progress Report
Previously emailed

For Information

12. Financial Matters
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i. Cheques for approval and signature

It was proposed by Clir Rayner, seconded by Cllir Beach and resolved that the following accounts

be passed for payment:

Payable To Invoice Details Amount Cheque No
/BAC Date
Suffolk Life Annuities Ltd Storage Depot Monthly Rental £400.00 BAC
08/07/25
R Schneider Pavilion Partial Hire Refund 60.40 08/07/25
Pavilion Security Deposit Refund 100.00
Total £160.40
D Sperring Pavilion Security Deposit Refund £50.00 14/07/25
N Lee Pavilion Security Deposit Refund £50.00 15/07/25
Peter Barden Open Spaces Maintenance — CPA Checks | 100.00 BAC
— Hedging 21/07/25
Pavilion Maintenance - Loft Tidy 30.00
Skatepark Repairs & Refurbishment — 830.00
Rebuild - Ramp 3 ***
Litter Pick 40.00
Total £1,000.00
H Goodsell & Son Ltd Churchyard Gate Repairs — Ear Marked £2,898.00 BAC
Reserves 22/07/25
Definitive Property Services Pavilion Disabled Toilet Flush System £158.95 BAC
Replacement. 28/07/25
Check St George's Hall Gent's Toilet for
possible plumbing leak
Kevin Holt Ground Maintenance Works July 2025 £1,327.50 BAC
30/07/25
KAS Welding * Skatepark Ramp 3 Assembly *** £2,550.00 BAC
31/07/25
B Wilson Pavilion Security Deposit Refund £50.00 31/07/25
Peter Barden Litter Pick 40.00 31/07/25
Skatepark — General Repairs *** 50.00
Ramp 3 Assembly *** 130.00
Total £220.00
Lesley Gillin (Cox) Salary July 2025 deductions include 1,271.05 BAC
pension confribution.
Telephone 10.00
Quarterly Office Allowance 150.00
Total £1,431.05
Helen Davison (Whitehouse) | Salary July 2025 deductions include £1,062.39 BAC
pension confribution.
HM Revenue & Custom PAYE / NI July 2025. £652.93 BAC
KCC Pension Fund Pension Contribution July 2025. £1,072.34 BAC
Borough Green PC ** Skate Park Litter Pick / Checks July 2025 £155.00 BAC
Astra Security Systems * 1 GB Monthly Data per Router £60.00 BAC
NKCS * Contract Cleaning June 2025 £806.44 BAC
St George's Hall to contribute
Assured Water Hygiene Ltd * | Pavilion Salf x4 delivered 4t July 2025 £64.60 BAC
Total
S V Electrical * Public Toilets — Replacement Emergency £238.80 BAC
Light & PIR — Materials supplied at
wholesale prices
Les Henry Associates Ltd Report — Proposed Village 20mph Zone £400.00 BAC
Commercial Services Grounds Maintenance Confract 2 April, £1,046.58 BAC
Trading Lid May & June 2025
Metro Bank Account Materials — Open Spaces * 59.99 BAC
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Transfer Roof Ladder & Step Ladder * 337.91
Materials * — Skatepark Ramp 3 4425
Refurbishment ***
Monthly Charges 10.10
Monthly Transfer Total £452.25

* denotes items including VAT

** denotes 22.3% to be reimbursed
*** denotes 73.3% to be reimbursed
*x denotes 81.61% to be reimbursed

Payments made by Direct Debit / Standing Order Since Previous Meeting 7th May 2025

Porzitive Energy Public Toilets £50.12 DD 09/07/25
EDF Energy Multi-Court Hectricity — 001 £24.99 DD 16/07/25
Water Plus Burial Ground Metered Water - 566 £1.06 DD 16/07/25
Water Plus Allotments - 577 £224.75 DD 16/07/25

TMBC Non-Domestic Rates £56.00 DD 21/07/25
BT Group Parish Email £7.50 DD 22/07/25
Engie Gas Pavilion Gas £26.12 DD 22/07/25
SSE Energy Streetlights £133.50 DD 28/07/25

TMBC West Street Car Park £140.00 DDO01/08/25

13.

14.

POST

ii. Bank Reconciliation for sign off

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES as at 5th July 2025

Current (1200) £50.00
Business Reserve (1201) £2,455.55
Business Savings (1203) £38,667.66
CCLA FOW Fund (1205) £29,998.04
Community Skate Park (1206) £1.05
CCLA Parish Fund 1 (1207) £45,790.49
CCLA Community Fund 2 (1208) £58,522.57
Metro Account £697.96
TOTAL £176,183.32
MEETING NOTE: BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES as at 5 Aug
Current (1200) £50.00
Business Reserve (1201) £2,111.42
Business Savings (1203) £31,703.06
CCLA FOW Fund (1205) £30,103.44
Community Skate Park (1206) £1.05
CCLA Parish Fund 1 (1207) £45,951.38
CCLA Community Fund 2 (1208) £58,728.20
Metro Account £547.75
TOTAL £169,196.30

Date of next Parish Council Meeting

Bank Reconciliations presented for signature. Statements due out on the 5t August 2025

ust 2025

The date for the next meeting was proposed for the 39 September to be held at 7.30pm in
the Wrotham Pavilion, with the date for the interim planning meeting to be advised.

Planning Committee to Consider

1. Applications received

Application Number Address Details Parish Council
Recommendation
25/00976/PA FORMER Erection of 26 no. Attached Refers
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HOWLANDS
ALLOTMENTS, Old
London Road

residential dwellings,
together with associated
access, open space,
landscaping, drainage,
earthworks and other
associated works.

25/01156/PA HALLSFELD ST Proposed pitched gable No Objection
MARYS ROAD roof to replace existing flat
roof over garage
25/01127/PA HIGH SPINNEY Demolition of all existing Attached Refers
OLD COACH buildings and erection of
ROAD Tno. detached chalet
bungalow.
25/01128/PA
Demolition of existing
dwelling and nearby
outbuildings. Erection of
replacement detached
dwelling
25/01184/PA LITTLE NEPICAR Lawful Development No Relevant
COTTAGE Certificate Existing: Use of Information
LONDON ROAD outbuildings for summer
house and gym ancillary to
the main dwellinghouse
i. Notfifications of Decisions
Application Number Address Details Decision
25/00786/PA PARK SIDE, Erection of a single storey Approved — 14th
POTTERS MEAD, outbuilding within curtilage | July 2025

BOROUGH GREEN
ROAD

for use as home office and
outdoor kitchen

25/00661/PA

25/00721/PA

THREE POST BOYS,
HIGH STREET

Section 73 application fo
vary condition 02
(approved plans) of
planning permission
24/00679/PA (Demolition of
covered canopy, garden
wall and construction of
single storey outbuilding
with associated
landscaping alterations)
change windows on front
north facing elevation to
inset panels, amended
position of rooflight and
external ground alterations

Listed Building application
to vary condition 02
(approved plans) of
consent reference
24/00682/PA

Approved - 7th
July 2025

25/00305/PA

35, PILGRIMS WAY

Loft conversion
incorporating a flat roof
dormer to the rear

Approved — 11th
July 2025

25/00445/PA

WHITEHILL, WHITE
HILL

Proposed demolition and
rebuild of eastern wing with
two storey front/ side
extension, erection of two
storey rear extension,
replacement windows and
doors with alterations to
fenestration, installation of
two rooflight windows to
front elevation and external

Approved — 15t
July 2025
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wall insulation with silicone
render to all elevations.
25/00327/PA FOUR SEASONS 1 x Oak (applicantsref. T1) - | Approved — 11"
PARK, LABOUR IN Remove to ground level. July 2025
VAIN ROAD Standing in Woodland W1
of Tree Preservation Order.
25/00117/PA FOUR SEASONS Lawful Development Refused — 15t
PARK, LABOUR IN Certificate Proposed: Use of | July 2025
VAIN ROAD land as a caravan site
together with amenity and
ancillary areas and an
additional six caravans
shown cross hatched on the
proposed plan ( a fotal of
38 caravans)
2. Correspondence Received

T&MBC Planning Applications Lists

25/00117/PA, Four Seasons Park, Labour In Vain Road — PINS Ref
APP/H2265/X/25/3369278
Lawful Development Certificate Proposed: Use of land as a caravan site together
with amenity and ancillary areas and an additional six caravans shown cross

hatched on the proposed plan ( a fotal of 38 caravans)
An appeal has been made to the Planning Inspectorate by; Home from Home Living
Ltd against the decision of the Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council as Local

Planning Authority to refuse to issue a Lawful Development Certificate for the above-
mentioned proposal

PART 2

The meeting closed at 8.41pm

Chairman

Date
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25/00976/PA Former Howlands Allotment Site Old London Road

Erection of 26 no. residential dwellings, together with associated access, open space,
landscaping, drainage, earthworks and other associated works.

WPC is aware that the land is set aside for future residential development, post 2021.

Before the application Fernham Homes sought the views of Wrotham Parish Council and the
local community, which was a refreshing approach. Following this they conducted a public
engagement exercise in Wrotham Village Hall where Members of WPC and the public
expressed their views on the initial layouts. This resulted in a number of changes to the design
and an increase in the visitor parking arrangements, which was very welcome, and the overall
design has benefited from this interaction.

WPC is impressed by the quality of the proposed building design and the use of local materials;
particularly Kent Ragstone facades. Given the local need for both affordable and market
housing we commend this application highly.

In the event that Fernham is required to provide an open spaces contribution then WPC has a
project in the Wrotham Cricket Ground involving improvements to Wrotham Sports Pavilion
which would benefit greatly from any available funding.

WPC is keen for this development to be consented and for development to progress in a fimely
manner to fulfil the local demand for high quality housing.
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25/01127/PA High Spinney Old Coach Road TN15 7NR
Demolition of all existing buildings and erection of a detached chalet bungalow

The site has been previously used for car repairs and consists of substantial corrugated metal
clad workshops. WPC agrees that case law classifies the site as PDL. The units are well screened
by mature trees that will be retained. The proposed chalet bungalow is slightly smaller than the
existing workshops both in terms of footprint and volume. As such the development will not
affect the openness of the greenbelt and be considered appropriate development.

In terms of National Landscape, the proposal consolidates development into one cohesive
structure which is aestheftically far more pleasing than the existing structures.

There is considerable need for housing in Tonbridge and Malling, and it is noted that the 5-year
housing land target has not been met for some years.

WPC does not object in principle but is concerned that the applicate states that the site is not
contaminated. A large area of car maintenance workshops is very likely to have been
contaminated over the years. The LPA should request the applicant to conduct an onsite
contamination survey fo inform the Officer's decision as the degree of remediation required.

25/01128/PA Demolition of existing dwelling & nearby outbuildings & erection of replacement
detached dwelling.

WPC does not object in principle to the demolition of a dwelling to be replaced with a broadly
similar one. However, we are concerned about the inconsistency of the site red lines. It
appears that the application intends to create two dwellings in two hereditaments. Why then is
there around a third of the site left outside of these hereditaments? It is unclear to the overall
intfention of the applicant regarding this unallocated garden land.

It is generally considered bad practice to not allocate all of the plot land to one or other
dwelling such that there are clear lines of responsibility for garden maintenance, particularly
within the National Landscape. This inconsistency should be resolved in advance of a decision
being considered.
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