Present:

WROTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING,
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 3 December 2025
In the Wrotham Pavilion TN15 7AH

P Gillin (Chairman), H Rayner, C Mills, K Denton, T Jacob, D Beach, S Vick

In Attendance: H Davison (Clerk], L Gillin (RFO), PC Dillon McElligott

1.

Apologies for absence:

R Betts (TMBC meeting), M Coffin

Attendance Register

The attendance register was signed, and declarations of interest noted.
All Meetings

CliIr's Gillin, Rayner, Betts, Beach & Denton members of Keep Borough's Green

Clir Beach member of the St George's Bell Ringers

CliIr Gillin member of Wrotham Xmas Lights

CliIr's Rayner & Gillin members of Friends of St George's

ClIir Rayner member of St George’s Church of England Wrotham

Clir Rayner retired member of the Baltic Exchange Ltd

ClIr Rayner life member of the National Trust

Clir's Rayner & Beach members of Kent Association of Change Ringers

ClIr Rayner assistant Village Magazine Deliverer

Clir Rayner life member of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute

ClIr Vick member of Wrotham Fireworks

Clir's Rayner, Gillin, Beach & Denton members of the Campaign for the Protection of Rural
England - WPC corporate member

CliIr Gillin committee member of Tonbridge & Malling branch of the Campaign for the
Protection of Rural England.

ClIr Coffin firework provider for Wrotham

ClIr Mills director of charity, Good Food Matters.

ClIr Rayner Conservative Party Member

Clir Rayner Member of Tonbridge & Malling Conservative Party Executive & Management
Committees

Provider of Electrical Services to Wrotham Parish Council — all meetings Clir S Vick

Minutes
The minutes of the council meeting held on 5" November 2025 were proposed by ClIr
Rayner, seconded by Clir Denton, agreed and signed as a correct record by the

Chairman.

Reports from Community Police Officer

PC QOlivia Mundy recently attended St Georges CE Primary School and delivered an
assembly to Key Stage 2 children on ASB and safe online internet usage.

PC Dillon McElligott

Since September there have been a total of 9 reports about nuisance vehicles, all of which
are off road or e-bikes, and Pilgrims Way being the suspect road for 8 out of the 9 reports.
A decline in reported activity has been noted since the weather has turned colder.

A local individual well known for their involvement in incidents of ASB and vehicle nuisance
is in the process of being prosecuted, anticipated to be in court in 2026.

Nuisance Youths has received a total of 9 reports, all of which were in Pilgrims Way.

Other reporting since September include:
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2 aftempted burglaries, 3 incidents of vehicle crime, no injury collisions and 7 non-injury
collisions.

CliIr Gillin asked if the recently installed CCTV camera in the village has been affective.
Police do not have direct access to the footage, however TMBC do. There has been a
decline in reported incidents, and the camera has not at this point been used for any
prosecution purposes.

ClIr Rayner asked whether the TMBC ASB Team service was beneficial in the police’s view
in terms of assisting in reducing incidents of ASB. Also, if the liaison with the team was
considered satisfactory. There is no direct connection between the police & TMBC ASB PC
MceElligott is unaware of the financial aspects of the scheme, but notes Wrotham has had a
significant issue with ASB, mainly around nuisance vehicles on bikes and also notes this is
where foot patrols will struggle to pursue and cannot enforce. This is a police issue.
However, around nuisance youths and general ASB incidents he believes the patrols are
very useful.

ClIr Vick asked about catapults following recent coverage in media. These are now
classed as an offensive weapon dependant on circumstances.

Public Question Time

No Questions Raised

Reports if any from County Clir & Borough Clir

County Councillor — Harry Rayner

Demi Richards has confirmed they are waiting for the ATC results before progressing the
request for a village 20mph limit.

Equestrian signage is being discussed this week, and works should be completed 0 days
from commencement date of the job.

Local Government Reorganisation submitted their business case on the 28t November to
be put forward to the Secretary of State, for 1 unitary council running from Edenbridge to
Thanet including the current Medway, effectively pre-1998 boundaries. The decision will be
made in the spring after public consultation. TMBC went for three unitary councils split into
East, West and North Kent.

Clir Rayner attended meetings recently and spoke on the Local Plan, Highways and the
proposed various quarry extension work around the area.

BGPC is in the process of changing status from Parish Council fo Town Council to assist
protection of development on green belf land between parish boundaries.

St Georges Cricket Club

ClIr Jacob has received correspondence from St Georges Cricket Club, circulated to WPC
members.

The club now faces challenges including low membership and poor attendance. They are
hopeful to improve the situation by requesting support to renew their wicket maintenance
equipment, assistance with bonfire clearance and a suggestion of allowing another club
to use the Pavilion facilities and pitch on a Saturday.

Generally speaking, WPC does not support individual clubs or organisations by suppling
equipment. Funding has previously been limited to infrastructure which benefits the
community as a whole.

WPC already maintains the outfield of the pitch, and all ongoing Pavilion upkeep. St
Georges Cricket Club receive a subsidised hire rate for the Pavilion so maintenance costs
to the club are relatively minimal.

WPC has recommended the club contact the Fireworks Committee to discuss solutions for
the bonfire clearance and who have funds available for community groups specifically for
purposes such as equipment replacement.

The Clerk is currently awaiting costs for rolling of the outfield which would benefit all users
and would fall under infrastructure improvement.

Eibe Safety Bridge — Materials Cost

We were provided with a quotation for the safety bridge which consist of materials £1,900,
installation £1,432 & delivery £214.

After installation upon inspection the safety bridge appears to consist of 38 lengths of
fimber and minor modification works carried out over less than 2 hours.

The Chairman agrees that WPC has not received good value for money.
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ClIr Vick proposed that the Chairman contact Eibe fo challenge the costings on the
quotation accepted, seconded by Clir Rayner and agreed unanimously.

8.5 Consideration of Funding Requirements for Expert Advice re: Reg 18 Consultation

We have been asked by the parish alliance to provide expert advice towards Reg 18.
Currently £25,000 was put aside in the annual budget towards the Local Plan, Moto &
Panattoni. Due to the additional expenses on Moto the allocated funds have been
depleted. The RFO estimates the cost for legal advice from Les Henry and the planner to
be in the region of £5,000 of which Wrotham will contribute 26.7%.

The importance of this expense is key towards the Local Plan, a lot of which is around the
relief road, and mainly directed at this stage towards transport & vehicle movement.

The major aspect of the Local Plan is Borough Green Garden’s. Currently in Reg 18 the plan
states the road must be built before houses are occupied which would require a road
across active quarries, which developers are highly unlikely fo want to pay for in advance.
As such, current, accurate information and data is crucial to be able to provide true and
substantiated comment from the Parish Alliance on the Local Plan.

ClIr Rayner proposed that WPC is minded to support the expense pending a decision at
January meeting, seconded by ClIir Denton, agreed unanimously.

9. Reports from various Committees

Grounds

No Reports

Buildings

No Reports

Highways

ATCs are in place on roads throughout Wrotham collecting data. Once KCC has received
and reviewed they will be in touch with Clir Beach for further discussion on our request for a
village 20mph limit.

Crime & Disorder

See ltem 4

Finance

No Report

Planning

CliIr Gillin also spoke at the Borough Green Local Plan Community Engagement Event and
reminded all members and residents that individuals can respond to the plan, stressing the
importance that the road must be completed before any development is allowed to
commence.

Skate Park

No Report

Website

No report

Climate Change Strategy

No Report

Youth

No Report
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KALC

ClIr Rayner attended KALC AGM on 2279 which included discussions on Local Government
Reorganisation which is likely to add more responsibility on the 322 parish & town councils if

included within a single structure unitary body.
ClIr Rayner was elected the second Vice president of KALC.

PPP
No Report
CPRE

No Report

10. Correspondence Received

Correspondent Details Action
TMBC ASB Enforcement Team 2026-2027. Request for WPC require further
funding. information for decision. CliIr
Previously emailed Rayner to contact Des Keers.
Follow up at January
meeting.
Local Government Reorganisation submission For Information
Previously emailed
Update regarding IDOX return for Planning and For Information
Building Control
Previously emailed
ASB Team Update — October & November For Information
Previously emailed
2nd Consultation on a town council for Tonbridge, Visit
closes 12th December 2025 https://www.tmbc.gov.uk/car
Previously emailed
Local Plan Community Engagement Events Nov — Added to website, For
Dec 2025 information
Previously emailed
For Information, Added to
SWEP 2025 website
HOKH Request for letter of support for new Hospice in Clerk to complete and return
Linton near Coxheath. letter of support provided.
Previously emailed
Kat Pietkiewicz Request for Hall Hire for dog training in SGH - Single | Clerk to contact resident and
ex-prison drug detection dog offer hired use of Multi-court
Previously emailed with key fob use for lights
KCC Kent Bus Service Changes Bulletin - September, For Information, Added to
October, November & December 2025 website
Previously emailed
KALC KALC T&M Area PRESENTATION ON LGR AND For information
LOCAL PLAN 6.11.2025
Previously emailed
Upcoming Events For Information.
Previously Emailed
Weekly Bulletin For Information.
Previously Emailed
Newsletter For Information
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Previously emailed

NALC

Upcoming Events

CEO Bulletin
Previously Emailed

For Events visit
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/eve

For Information

nts.html - contact RFO or
Clerk for login details

Rural Services Network

The Rural Bulletin
Previously Emailed

For Information

Kent Ramblers

2025

Meeting for Footpath Volunteers: 27 November

For Information, Added to
website

Parish Online

Newsletter
Previously emailed

For Information

Tom Tugendhat

News from your MP - November
Previously emailed

For Information

11. Financial Matters

It was proposed by Clir Rayner, seconded by Clir Beach and resolved that the following accounts

i. Cheques for approval and signature

be passed for payment:

Payable To Invoice Details Amount Date Payment
Type
Suffolk Life Annuities Ltd | Storage Depot Monthly Rental £400.00 13/11/25 DPC
11397
Peter Barden Underpayment from October £260.00 13/11/25 DPC
11398
KAS Welding* Skatepark Labour Romp 4 / Back Ramp £2,100.00 | 24/11/25 DPC
Rear Panel Replacement 11421
BT Group Parish Email £7.50 25/11/25 DPC
11
Peter Barden Open Spaces Maintenance — CPA £1,345.92 | 28/11/25 DPC
Checks/Signage -Leafing — Hedging — 11434
Strimming - Multi-Court Repairs — Bins -
General Clearance
Skatepark Refurbishment Dismantle Ramp
4 & Secure Rear Ramps
Litter Pick
Burial Ground Maintenance — Hedging —
Lychgate Weeding — General Clearance
St George’s Hall - Secure intfernal handrail
— Gutter Clearance — Cut back vegetation
Public Toilets — Clear Gutters — Cut back
vegetation
Total
Kevin Holt Ground Maintenance Works November £1,777.50 | 28/11/25 DPC
2025 11429
Lesley Gillin (Cox) Salary November 2025 deductions include 402.31 DPC
pension confribution.
Telephone 10.00
Quarterly Office Allowance 150.00
Total £562.31
Helen Davison Salary November 2025 deductions include £1,520.97 DPC
(Whitehouse) pension confribution.
HM Revenue & Custom | PAYE / NI November 2025. £550.02 DPC
KCC Pension Fund Pension Contribution November 2025 £897.33 DPC
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Borough Green PC ** Skate Park Litter Pick / Checks November £150.00 DPC
2025
30 days @ £5 per day
Astra Security Systems * | 1GB Monthly Data per Router — November £60.00 DPC
NKCS * Contract Cleaning October 2025 £756.92 DPC
St George’s Hall to contribute
Assured Water Hygiene | Pavilion Salt x 6 for November 2025 £96.90 DPC
Ltd * Total
Samsian Ltd* Cricket Pavilion Central Heating Radiators £192.00 DPC
Repair
Parish Online* WPC .Gov Domain — Annual Website & £628.80 DPC
Emails
Gallagher Insurance Whitegate Field Skatepark Committee £1,483.21 DPC
Brokers Ltd Insurance Renewal, 30th Dec 2025 to 29t
Dec 2026
Viking Office UK Ltd * Printer Paper / Cartridges / Toilet Paper / £171.23 DPC
Blue Rolls
DPS Plumbing Works at Wrotham Pavilion £102.99 DPC
Metro Bank Account BT.Com Consumer BP 30.00 DB
Transfer Screwfix Direct — Skatepark & Open 29.70
Spaces 388.70
Hedges Direct Plants — Open Spaces 8.90
Monthly Charges £457.30
Monthly Transfer Total
* denotes items including VAT
** denotes 22.3% to be reimbursed
*** denotes 73.3% to be reimbursed
% denotes 81.61% to be reimbursed
Payments made by Direct Debit / Standing Order Since Previous Meeting 5t November 2025
Positive Energy Public Toilets, Electric £53.84 12/11/25 DD
11
Positive Energy Multi-Court Electric £2.87 13/11/25 DD
11400
Positive Energy Multi-Court Electric £127.17 13/11/25 DD
11402
Water Plus Burial Ground Metered Water — 566 £8.56 17/11/25 DD
11410
EDF Multi-Court Electricity — 001 £10.63 18/11/25 DD
11415
Engie Pavilion Gas £81.13 21/11/25 DD
11419
SSE Streetlight Supply, October 2025 £121.72 25/11/25 DD
11424
T&MBC West Street Car Park Non-Domestic Rates £140.00 01/12/25 DD
11442

ii. Bank Reconciliation for sign off

Bank Reconciliations presented for signature. Statements due out on the 5t December 2025

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES as at 5t November 2025

Current (1200) £50.00
Business Reserve (1201) £1,372.37
Business Savings (1203) £75,775.95
CCLA FOW Fund (1205) £30,316.73

Community Skate Park (1206) £1.05
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CCLA Parish Fund 1 (1207)

£46,276.96

CCLA Community Fund 2 (1208) £59,144 .31
Metro Account £873.75
TOTAL £213,811.12

POST MEETING NOTE: BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES as at 3'd December 2025

Current (1200) £50.00
Business Reserve (1201) £4,810.08
Business Savings (1203) £47,650.81
CCLA FOW Fund (1205) £30,520.51
Community Skate Park (1206) £1.05
CCLA Parish Fund 1 (1207) £46,588.02
CCLA Community Fund 2 (1208) £59,541.86
Metro Account £542.70
TOTAL £189,705.03

12. Date of next Parish Council Meeting

The date for the next meeting was proposed for the 7t January 2026 to be held at 7.30pm
in the Wrotham Pavilion, with the date for the interim planning meeting to be advised.

13. Planning Committee to Consider

1. Applications received

Application Number Address Details Parish Council
Recommendation
25/01789/PA LITTLE NEPICAR Erection of a garage No Objection
COTTAGE, (Retrospective)
LONDON ROAD
25/01891/PA PLATT HOUSE Change of use and No Objection
FARM LAND AND conversion of existing farm
BUILDINGS, office to 1x dwelling
FAIRSEAT LANE
25/01913/PA THREE POST BOYS, | Retrospective application No Objection
HIGH STREET for partial demolition of a
unsafe boundary wall and
rebuild of boundary wall
25/01915/PA Listed Building Application
i. Notifications of Decisions
Application Number Address Details Decision
25/01400/PA Wrotham Details of Condition 10 Approved — 13th
Secondary (Travel plan) Submitted November 2025
School, Borough pursuant to planning
Green Road permission TM/23/03198
(Part-demolition of existing
school buildings and
erection of replacement
school buildings with
associated parking and
landscaping including the
siting of two temporary
classroom buildings during
construction)
25/01592/PA WHITEHILL, WHITE Details of condition 3 (Bats) | Approved — 18
HILL Pursuant to planning November 2025
permission TM/25/00445/PA
(Proposed demolition and
rebuild of eastern wing with
two storey front/ side
extension, erection of two
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storey rear extension,
replacement windows and
doors with alterations to
fenestration, installation of
two rooflight windows to
front elevation and external
wall insulation with silicone
render to all elevations.)

25/01712/PA PILGRIMS, ST 2 x Holm Oak (T1 Applicant No Objection —
MARYS ROAD reference) - Reduce 18t November
overhang over lawn by 2025

approximately 2m. 1 x
Norway Maple (T2
applicant reference) -
Crown reduce overhang
over lawn by approximately
3m. 1 x Tree of Heaven (T4
applicant reference)-Sever
ivy, remove 1x stem over
garden, not the main
upright stem. 2 x Sycamore
(T5 applicant reference) -
Crown lift by approximately
2m, crown reduce
overhang over shed by
approximately 2-3m.

25/01759/PA BOUNDARY T1 (Applicants ref) Lime - No Objection —
LODGE, HIGH Pollard 26t November
STREET 2025
2. Correspondence Received

T&MBC Planning Applications List

PART 2

14.

15.

Grounds Contracts 20246-2029

The proposal by Clir Rayner, seconded by Clir Beach to appoint Contract 1 to Kent
Grasslands was agreed unanimously.

The proposal by CliIr Gillin, sesconded by Clir Denton to appoint Contract 2 & 3 to
Landscape Gardening Services was agreed unanimously.

Metal fabrication cost for Pavilion Deck & Ramp

A breakdown of costs was circulated to members. To replace the decking & balustrade
the metal fabrication work needs to start now in order to meet the installation deadline of
Easter 2026. Fabricated parts will be stored by KAS welding. Costs for the main decking
fabrication and associated works will be in the region of £27,000 plus installation. Costs for
the second phase replacing the disabled ramp to be in the region of £6,300 including
installation.

Clir Rayner proposed to start material fabrication, seconded by Clir Beach & agreed
unanimously.

The meeting closed at 9.04pm

Chairman

Date
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